Edmonton, 


LVI ALLA 


YKPAIHCbKI ВІСТІ 


MEWS 


September 4 - 17, 2002 Vol. LXXV Мо 17 Price $1.75 


Progress made 
on redress for 


internment 


See Page 9 


Our Ukraine slams authorities 


(RFE/RL)-—Our Ukraine on Aug. 
29 publicized an open letter to 
Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma (the Ukrainian-language 
original of which is printed along- 
side this article), warning him 
against а “systemic crisis of the au- 
thority that has hit all spheres of so- 
cial life,” Ukrainian media reported. 

According to Viktor 
Yushchenko’s bloc, “actions by the 
authorities are threatening Ukraine’s 
national interests, national security, 
the independence of the state, and 
are provoking civic confrontation.” 
Our Ukraine reiterated its charge 
that the presidential administration 
created an “artificial majority” in the 
parliament by pressuring deputies in 
order “to give the parliamentary 
leadership to outsiders of the elec- 
tion race.” 

“One has the impression that the 
parliament, the government, and the 
media have been leased to the head 
of the presidential administration 
[Viktor Medvedchuk] and his oligar- 
chic clan,” the letter noted. Our 
Ukraine also complained that the op- 
position has no access to the state- 
run media. 

According to the bloc, “the situa- 
tion in the state has been heading to- 
ward unpredictability and 
uncontrollability.” 

Our Ukraine called on President 
Kuchma to make a choice between 
“democracy and dictatorship” and 
take urgent measures “to remove 
threats to Ukraine’s democracy and 
statehood.” 

In particular, the bloc demands 
that a democratic parliamentary ma- 
jority be created around Our Ukraine 
and a coalition government be 
formed by this majority. Our 
Ukraine also postulates that the au- 
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thorities secure equal access to the 
state media for all political forces, 
stop political persecution, and 
strengthen Ukraine’s integration into 
“European and trans-Atlantic struc- 
tures,” while simultaneously aban- 
doning talk of Ukraine’s accession 
to the Eurasian Economic Union. 

“The inability of the authorities to 
stop the country’s slide toward a 
social and economic catastrophe and 
the continuation of the policy ori- 

ented toward curbing democracy 
and constitutional civil rights and 
freedoms will force us to call on 
voters to stand in defense of democ- 
racy, national interests, and the in- 
dependence of the Ukrainian state,” 
the letter warned. 

Yushchenko told journalists on 
Aug. 29 that Ukraine is witnessing 
“how state institutions resort to the 
methods of a dictatorship,” Reuters 
reported. 

Yushchenko was commenting on 
his meeting with Kuchma earlier the 
same day, where he handed the 
president Our Ukraine’s open letter. 

“My colleagues have been sub- 
jected to political persecution to 
make them change their faction, 
betray their political views, and obe- 
diently join a majority formed by the 
presidential administration,” 
Yushchenko noted, adding that “we 
need to abolish this kind of 1937 re- 
gime.” 

The previous day Our Ukraine’s 
Political Council decided to hold a 
nationwide forum of democratic 
forces in Kyiv on Sept. 15, one day 
before the inauguration of anti- 
presidential protest actions planned 
by the opposition, Interfax reported. 

The council also appointed Ro- 
man Bezsmertnyy to coordinate Our 
Ukraine’s activities with those of the 
organizers of the upcoming protest 
campaign, which include the Com- 
munists, the Socialists, and the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc. 

Addressing the parliamentary ses- 
sion on Sept. 3, Yushchenko called 
on deputies not to yield to pressure 
from the presidential administration 
while constructing a democratic par- 
liamentary majority, UNIAN re- 
ported. 

According to Yushchenko, the 
most urgent tasks facing the 
Verkhovna Rada are forming a coa- 
lition government and signing a po- 
litical accord on harmonious coop- 
eration between the prime minister, 
the president, and the parliament. 

“There is no other way, all the rest 
is fuss,” Yushchenko stressed. 

Leonid Kravchuk from the Social 
Democratic Party-united responded 
to Yushchenko by saying that a coa- 
lition cabinet cannot be formed 
without introducing relevant amend- 
ments to the constitution. 

Meanwhile, Tymoshenko, 
Symonenko, and Moroz appealed to 
deputies to take part in the opposi- 
tion protest campaign scheduled to 
begin on Sept. 16. 

According to Symonenko and 


Moroz, the primary task of the cur- 
rent parliamentary session is to 
adopt a fully proportional election 
law. 

At a joint news conference in 
Kyiv on Sept. 2, the leaders of the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, the Com- 
munist Party, and the Socialist Party 


appealed to Ukrainians to take part 
оп amassive scale in the open-ended 
nationwide protest campaign. 
Symonenko, and Moroz told jour- 
nalists that the protest campaign will 
be continued until Kuchma and 
“other representatives of Ukraine’s 
top authorities” resign their posts, 


UNIAN reported. 

The three leaders also called for 
an early presidential election. “We 
cannot wait for another 2 1/2 years 
[for the regular presidential election 
in 2004] because then we will get 


Kuchma or his successor,” Reuters 
Cont. on Р. 5 
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Independence Day proceeds stolen 


Attendance was good at the 11th Anniversary celebration of Ukraine’s Independence in Oakville’s St. Volodymyr 
Cultural Centre, Aug. 25. Over 3,000 paid and over 4,000 in total attended the event, organized by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, Toronto Branch. But there was no benefit to the UCC from this. All the proceeds from 
the gate — over $31,000 — were stolen. For more see pages 2 and 10 of this issue. 


Відкритий лист до Президента України 


Шановний пане Президенте! 

Трагедії нинішнього літа, що завдали горя 
тисячам людей в різних регіонах України, свідчать 
про глибоке неблагополуччя країни. За останні 
три місяці сотні українців загинули в катастрофах 
та аваріях, тричі в країні оголошувався траур. 
Причини цих трагічних подій лежать значно 
глибше, аніж халатність посадовців чи 
недосконалість техніки. Ці катастрофи є проявом 
системної кризи влади, яка вразила всі сфери 
життя суспільства. 

Блок "Наша Україна" переконаний, що першо- 
причина нинішньої кризи лежить в політичній 
площині. 

Пане Президенте! Звернутися до Вас змушує 
наша громадянська позиція, наш політичний вибір, 
наша відповідальність за долю України. 

В результаті виборів вперше за роки незалеж- 
ності у парламенті більшість місць здобули 
представники демократичних сил. Нарешті 
з'явилися передумови для стабільної роботи 
Верховної Ради України над реалізацією європей- 
ського вибору, реформуванням економіки, забез- 
печення соціального захисту громадян. Нинішній 
склад парламенту здатен сформувати демокра- 
тичну більшість, на її основі створити коаліційний 
уряд і взяти на себе належну відповідальність 
за ситуацію в Україні. 

Як свідчить досвід більшості європейських 
країн, формування уряду на базі партії - лідера 
парламентських виборів є державною традицією, 
нормою політичної культури. Для такого кроку 
не потрібні зміни в Конституції України. 


Проте діяльність Верховної Ради України 
сьогодні заблокована. Парламент зараз не являє 
собою незалежну гілку влади. Єдиний зако- 
нодавчий орган так і не став центром прийняття 
стратегічних рішень, необхідних для політичного 
i соціально-економічного розвитку країни. 

Причина паралічу парламенту в тому, що влада 
виступила проти політичного вибору суспільства, 
проти волевиявлення громадян. Виконавча влада 
не витримала іспиту на демократію. 

Парламентські вибори 2002 року продемон- 
стрували, що, всупереч законодавству, Президент 
України, виконавча влада, правоохоронні та 
фіскальні органи виступили активними учасниками 
виборчого процесу. На довиборах до Верховної 
Ради України влада вдалася до ще більшого 
беззаконня в маніпулюванні волевиявленням 
громадян. 

Влада провела ревізію результатів голосування. 
Тиском, шантажем, підкупом та погрозами частину 
депутатів змусили створити одноразову штучну 
більшість лише для того, щоб віддати керівництво 
парламенту аутсайдерам виборчих перегонів. 
Кулуарним рішенням влади переможці виборів 
були усунені від формування керівництва парла- 
менту. Президію Верховної Ради України визна- 
чила і нав'язала депутатам Адміністрація Прези- 
дента України. 

Орган, який не має конституційних повноважень 
i є канцелярією Глави держави, сьогодні узурпував 
повноваження виконавчої і законодавчої влади. 
Керівником Адміністрації Президента призначений 
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лідер партії, яка отримала 
найменше голосів виборців. Ним 
диктуються кон'юктурні полі- 
тичні, економічні та кадрові 
рішення, здійснюється цензура 
засобів масової інформації. 
Складається враження, що 
парламент, Уряд і ЗМІ здані в 
оренду главі Адміністрації та 
його олігархічному клану. 

Виконавчу владу очолює Кабі- 
нет Міністрів України, позбав- 
лений підтримки парламентської 
більшості, що не дозволяє здій- 
снювати ефективну економічну 
та соціальну політику. В резуль- 
таті відбувається не лише погір- 
шення поточної економічної си- 
туації, а й створюються перед- 
умови, що загрожують майбут- 
ньому української економіки. 

Факти порушення прав і сво- 
бод громадян набули масового 
характеру. Українці сьогодні поз- 
бавлені права на вільне волеви- 
явлення, свободу слова, свободу 
зібрань, таємницю листування, 
телефонних розмов. 

Зростає тиск на судову владу. 
Суд, на який Конституцією Ук- 
раїни покладено захист прав гро- 
мадян, перетворюється на слух- 
няний інструмент, яким влада 
розправляється з опонентами. 

Правоохоронні органи широко 
використовуються для політич- 
них переслідувань неугодних. За 
дорученням влади правоохоронці 
здійснюють тиск на народних 
депутатів, щоб забезпечити їх 
"правильне" голосування та по- 
ведінку. 

Опозиція позбавлена доступу 
до ЗМІ. Правляча верхівка 
встановила тотальний контроль 
над засобами масової інформації 
і позбавила громадян права на 
свободу слова. Цинічна пове- 
дінка правоохоронних органів в 
ході розслідування вбивств жур- 
налістів Георгія Гонгадзе та 
Їгоря Александрова свідчить про 
вороже ставлення влади до жур- 
налістики. 

Розпочалася безпрецедентна 
кадрова "чистка" місцевих орга- 
нів влади. Чиновників різного 
рівня замінюють на особисто 
відданих главі Адміністрації. За 
останні півроку було звільнено 
із займаних посад близько сотні 
керівників районних адмініс- 
трацій. 

Триває наступ на місцеве 
самоврядування, що є прямим 
свідченням згортання демократії. 
Вибори міських голів в Кіро- 
вограді, Одесі, інших регіонах 
України відбувалися з грубим 
порушенням законодавства, під 
диктовку центральної влади. 


Ukrainian Мемз/Українські Вісті, September 4 - 17, 2002, 4 - 17 вересня, 2002 


Відкритий лист до Президента України 


Посилилися спроби обмежити 
визначені чинним законодав- 
ством повноваження Київської 
міської Ради та обраного кияна- 
ми мера столиці. 

Ситуація в державі скочується 
до непрогнозованості та некеро- 
ваності. 

У зверненні до народу Прези- 
дент України заявив, що сьогодні 
незалежність України не є те- 
мою для дискусій. Але всупереч 
цій тезі соціологічні опитування 
свідчать: 56 % громадян впев- 
нені, що країна так і не стала 
по-справжньому незалежною. 

Блок "Наша Україна" вважає, 
що саме дії влади створюють 
загрози національним інтересам 
України, національній безпеці, 
незалежності держави, провокує 
громадянське протистояння в 
суспільстві. 

Блок Віктора Ющенка "Наша 
Україна" вважає, що для виходу 
з політичної кризи необхідне 
об'єднання всіх демократичних 
сил України. З цією метою "На- 
ша Україна" ініціює скликання 
загальноукраїнського Форуму 
демократичних сил. 

Шановний пане Президенте! 

Сьогодні Україна стоїть перед 
вибором: демократія чи дикта- 
тура. Блок "Наша Україна", від- 
значаючи Вашу виключну роль 
у політичних процесах держави, 
звертається до Вас із вимогою 
вжити зі свого боку невідкладних 
заходів для усунення загроз для 
демократії i державності Укра- 
їни: 
» Пропонуємо підписати разом 
з демократично сформованою 
більшістю Верховної Ради Укра- 
їни та Кабінетом Міністрів 
України Договір про спільні Дії 
як політичну гарантію стабіль- 
ності в державі та суспільстві 
для забезпечення узгоджених дій 
всіх гілок влади, формування 
політичної довіри. 

» Підтримати ініціативу "На- 
шої України" щодо утворення 
парламентської більшості на 
основі політичної сили — лідера 
парламентських виборів. Усунути 
від процесу формування біль- 
шості Адміністрацію Прези- 
дента. 

» Призначити сформований 
парламентською більшістю ко- 
аліційний Уряд. 


» Вжити заходи для забезпе- 
чення рівного доступу до ЗМІ 
усіх політичних сил та недопу- 
щення цензури в усіх формах, 
припинити інформаційну блокаду 
окремих політичних сил. 

e Припинити систематичне 
втручання Адміністрації Прези- 
дента в діяльність законодавчої, 
виконавчої та судової влади, ор- 
ганів місцевого самоврядування. 

» Припинити тиск і пересліду- 
вання громадян -- політиків, 
державних службовців, народних 
депутатів, журналістів, діячів 
культури, підприємців - за полі- 
тичними мотивами. 

e Припинити кадрову чистку 
за політичними мотивами в цент- 
ральних та місцевих органах 
влади. 

¢ Посилити практичну діяль- 
ність, спрямовану на інтеграцію 
України у європейські та транс- 
атлантичні структури. Припини- 
ти переговори щодо приєднання 
України до Євроазійського со- 
юзу як такі, що суперечать 
європейському вибору України. 

« Забезпечити участь влади у 
Всеукраїнському Форумі демо- 
кратичних сил, що продемон- 
струє її готовність до відкритого 
діалогу з суспільством. 

Пане Президенте! Свідченням 
готовності до громадянського ді- 
алогу і консолідації демократич- 
них сил мають стати прийняті 
найближчим часом кадрові, орга- 
нізаційні та нормативні рішення, 
Ваша публічна підтримка 
зазначених у цьому листі вимог. 

Ще раз підкреслюємо готов- 
ність політичних сил, що входять 
до складу Блоку Віктора Ющен- 
ка "Наша Україна", до широкого 
діалогу заради консолідації демо- 
кратичних сил, формування 
парламентської більшості та 
коаліційного Уряду. 

"Баша Україна" зазначає, що 
нездатність влади зупинити спов- 
зання країни до соціальної й 
економічної катастрофи, продов- 
ження політики на згортання 
демократії, позбавлення грома- 
дян конституційних прав і свобод 
змусить нас закликати виборців 
стати на захист демократії, на- 
ціональних інтересів і незалеж- 
ності Української держави. 

Блок Віктора Ющенка 
"Наша Україна" 


КУК Торонто просить 
свідків грабіжу зголоситися 


(Пресове повідомлення KYK Торонто)- -В неділю, 25-го серпня 
2002 року відбулося святкування одинадцятої річниці проголошення 
незалежности України на оселі "Київ"? у Oakville. Понад 3,000 
народу приїхало святкувати цей урочистий день. Погода привітна, 
програма чудово обдумана, виконавці концерту блискучі. 

Багато добровольців складових організацій і члени управи 
КУК Торонто поспіль декілька годин віддали до успіху цього 
святочного дня. Ї успіхи були. Але велика хмара зачорнила цей 
чудовий соняшний день. Хтось слідкував за грішми, бо знав 
точно коли їх вкрасти. Всі приходи вступу трьох тисяч людей 
дослівно були викрадені із авта через розбите вікно! Це відбулося 
між 5:55 а 6:15 годиною вечором. 


Дорога громадо! 


Якщо хтось із вас був свідком, коли хтось розбивав вікно 
малого авта 192 Dodge Colt hatch-back зеленої краски з темними 
вікнами - просимо повідомити канцелярію КУК на телефон 
416-323-4772. Авто було на північно-східньому розі біля кола 
головного будинку. З авта видно було людей, які продавали 


ленти. 


Недалеко стояло авто-амбуланц. 


Шановна громадо! Цей день приносить КУК-ові дохід на цілий 
рік для повноцінної праці. Не має чим заплатити за винайм 
оселі, за виступ виконавців, які доклали великих зусиль до 
успіху цього свята Ta за різні видатки пов'язані 3 ним. 

Очевидців просимо повідомити канцелярію КУК або анонімно 
поліцію “Crime Stoppers” на число 1-800-222-8477. 

За інформацію, яка допоможе виявити злочинців, сприятиме 
їхньому арешту і притягненню їх до відповідальности - встановлена 


винагорода в сумі 51,000.00. 


Ласкаво просимо нам допомогти. 


David Kilgour, pc., м.. 


Edmonton Southeast 


If you have a federal concern you 
want to discuss, please telephone 
your constituency office at: 


fi річнипя 
3a (CAHOCIH 1 раши 


Optimism stressed at Edmonton’s 


Independence Day celebration 


Speaker nevertheless notes that government 
is setting the country back a generation 


(UkrNews)—Even though the 
Ukrainian Canadian community has 
its own identity, the existence of in- 
dependent Ukraine is a substantially 
essential element of our uniqueness, 
said the keynote speaker at 
Edmonton’s celebration of the 11" 
Anniversary of Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence, Aug. 25. 

It has also provided many oppor- 
tunities for our children and future 
generations added Dr. Roman 
Petryshyn, Directors of the Ukrai- 
nian Resource and Development 
Centre at Grant MacEwan College. 

“For more than 60 years the mis- 
sion of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress was based on the support of 
the creation of ‘an independent and 

democratic Ukrainian state’. The 
Canadian community lived by that 
slogan lived under that slogan dur- 
ing the time of the Second World 
war and during the period of Soviet 
repression during the years of the 
‘Cold War’, We followed this slo- 
gan during the times when opposi- 
tion (to it) was much stronger than 
today,” he said, speaking in Ukrai- 
nian. 

“The situation in today’s Ukraine 
is temporary and ten years from now 
Ukraine will be totally different. We 
have to be farseeing optimists, to 
take aim at our perspectives and stay 
together, support the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress, the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation, various educa- 
tional, legal and business projects 
and aid in the introduction of world 
standards and judicial norms in 
Ukraine.” 

Dr. Petryshyn outlined both the 
positive and the negative aspects of 
contemporary Ukraine. 

Among the positive, he listed the 
facts that Ukraine is independent, its 
territory delineated, Communist in- 
fluence has decreased, the economy 
has grown over the past three years, 
Ukrainization is increasing in the 
school system, land reform is going 
ahead, there is discussion about the 
rehabilitation of OUN-UPA and that 
the voluntary sector is growing. 

Among the negative he noted that, 
despite its failure to defeat Viktor 

Yushchenko at the polls, the pro- 
presidential “For a United Ukraine’ 
party continues to manipulate par- 
liament, the involvement of Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma in the 
Gongadze affair, the unsatisfactory 
support on Kuchma’s part for speed- 


Verkhovyna Choir 


Dr. Roman Petryshyn 


ing up the process of Ukrainization, 
unemployment, especially in West- 
em Ukraine, the killing and repres- 
sion of journalists, emigration in 
search of work and the deaths of 
miners in Eastern Ukraine. 

“All these are examples of the in- 
competence and criminal acts of the 
government, which are setting 
Ukraine back for an entire genera- 
tion,” he said. 

About 250 people attended the 
concert at the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex and the barbecue, which 
followed. 

Greetings were delivered by 
Edmonton Castledowns MLA Tho- 
mas Lukaszuk for the provincial 
government and Councilor Terry 
Cavanaugh for the City of 
Edmonton. 

Edmonton East-Centre MP Peter 
Goldring was unable to attend, but 
sent a letter of greeting in which he 
noted his connection to Ukraine 
though his wife, the former Lorraine 
Taschuk and addressed the issue of 
УУазу! Odynsky, who faces revoca- 
tion of his citizenship despite being 
found not guilty of any war crimes. 

“One of the hallmarks of any 
emerging democracy is a concem 
for the preservation of freedoms and 
a vigorous challenge to corruptive 
influences. For those who came to 
Canada in earlier times and made 
new lives here, similar concerns are 
found with respect to basic freedoms 
and justice. We see this most re- 
cently in the vigorous defence by 
Congress members of Wasyl 


Odynsky’s full rights as a Canadian 
citizen. I believe these actions, 
which I have supported through 
published opinion, have caused our 
government to reflect on the true 
nature of procedural fairness in a 
democracy. It is no doubt due to the 
sufferings of generations of Ukrai- 
nians under totalitarianism that there 
is such passionate support for fair- 
ness and democratic processes,” he 
said. 

Lukaszuk stressed the need for the 
West to support Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence and to ensure that the coun- 
try prospers and develops as an in- 
dependent state. 

Cavanaugh stressed the contribu- 
tion the Ukrainian community has 
made to Edmonton over the years. 

Entertainment during the concert 
was provided by the Verkhovyna 
Choir and the Yatran Dancers. Fif- 
teen-year-old Olia Datsko sang 
Taras Petrynenko’s “Ukrayino” 
while Tamara Vorotylenko recited 
the poem “Ukraine Mother”. 

Master of ceremonies was Roman 
Brytan. The organizing committee 
was chaired by Mykola Vorotylenko 
and included L. Boyko Bell, W. 
Marych, S. Romaniuk, L. 
Feduschak, D. Petriw, S. Sumka and 
E. Hormofliuk. 


Call 453.6500 
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відділ В ЕДМОНТОНІ 


має шану запросити Вас на святкування 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ Рукав З 
ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 
(4 


ЮВІЛЕЮ 70-РІЧЧЯ 


існування організації 


Субота 26 жовтня 2002р. 
Chateau Louise Conference Centre 
Едмонтон - 117 Kingsway 

Гостем бенкету - доповідачем 
Володимир Кіш 

президент часопису Новий Шлях, Торонто 


Виступатиме: 
Василь Попадюк, скрипаль, Торонто 
Хор Дніпро, Танцювальний ансамбль Черемош 


Коктейл 5:30 год. веч. 
Вечеря 6:00 год. веч. 


За квитками просимо дзвонити: 
И. Иопик: 474-6560 


М. Куць: 474-3352 
Українська Книгарня: 422-4255 


Ціна квитка: 35 дол. від особи 


Evening includes: 
Deluxe Dinner Buffet 
Tribute to the Kings 
Dance to music by Master D.J. 


495-2149 or write to: 
#300, 8616 - 51 Ave. 


Edmonton, Alberta T6E 6E6 


www.david-kilgour.com 


Дитячий гурток «ДЖЕРЕЛО» 


при Організації Українок Канади в Едмонтоні 


ПРИЙМАЄМО дітей ШКІЛЬНОГО ВІКУ 
від 5 до 15 років до дитячого драматичного гуртка 
«ДЖЕРЕЛО». 


Гурток працює кожного понеділка від год. 6:00-8:00 веч. 
Провадяться такі заняття: 


- творча драма " сценічна мова, дикція 
° драматичні виступи 
РЕЄСТРАЦІЯ: 
понеділок 16 вересня 2002 р. від 6:00 до 7:00 год. веч. 
в залі УНО 10629 - 98 вулиця, Едмонтон 


За додатковими інформаціями просимо дзвонити: 


471-1709 


December 
11 & 12, 2002 


THE TWO KING 
STEVE HILLIS -" RANDY ‘ELVIS’ FRISKIE 


Chateau Louis Conference Centre 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB 


Treat your self or your staff 
to an evening of fun & entertainment! 


UKRAINIAN NATIONAL 
FEDERATION 
EDMONTON BRANCH 


invite you to attend their 


70th ANNIVERSARY 


CELEBRATION 


Saturday, October 26, 2002 


Chateau Louise Conference Centre 
Edmonton, 117 Kingsway 


Special Guest Speaker 
Walter Kish 


Pres. of the New Pathway, Toronto 


Entertainment: 
Vasyl Popadiuk, Violinist, Toronto 


Dnipro Choir, Cheremosh Dance Ensemble 


Cocktails 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:00 p.m. 


For tickets contact: 

G. Yopyk: 474-6560 

С. Кис: 474-3352 

Ukrainian Bookstore: 422-4255 


Banquet ticket: $35.00 per person 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські Вісті, September 4 - 17, 2002, 


4 - 17 вересня, 2002 


День Незалежності: У Києві - без танків, в 
Донецьку - із закликами до союзу з Москвою 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)- "Святкування 
Дня Незалежності в Україні почалося з військового 
параду, який пройшов на центральній вулиці Києва - 
Хрещатику. На трибуні, розташованій перед мону- 
ментом Незалежності України, перебували керівники 
держави - президент Леонід Кучма, голова Верховної 
Ради Володимир Литвин, прем'єр-міністр Анатолій 
Кінах. У числі присутніх був глава Ради Федерації 
Федеральних зборів Росії Сергій Міронов, інші посадові 
особи та гості. 

У цьому році участь військової техніки в параді не 
була передбачена. За традицією, парад військ відкрили 
наймолодші його учасники ("Вихованці Київського 
військового ліцея імені Івана Богуна. Завершили парад 
військові музиканти. 

Оркестр виконав велику музичну композицію, яка 
тривала понад 20 хвилин. Присутній на параді посол 
США в Україні Карлос Паскуаль зізнався журналістам, 
що музика справила на нього найбільше враження 
під час параду. "Для мене це захоплюючий момент - 
бачити, що українці мають можливість святкувати 
свою свободу і незалежність", - сказав він. 

На його думку, громадяни України "з кожним роком 
все більше і більше розуміють, що це - їх країна, 1 
їх доля - залежить тільки від них". 

Військовий парад, який пройшов у Києві з нагоди 
11 річниці проголошення незалежності, продемонстрував 
"людяність" Збройних сил України, заявив директор 
Центру інформації і документація НАТО в Україні 
Мішель Дюре. "Ї без військової техніки було очевидно, 
що українські військові є професіоналами. Це було 
видно по тому, як вони пройшли стройовим маршем. 
Я знаю, що це таке, оскільки раніше також був 
військовим і брав участь у параді в День незалежності 
Бельгії". 

Після параду в рамках державних заходів щодо 
святкування 11-ої річниці незалежності Кучма відкрив 
виставку "Їсторія України в образотворчому мистецтві" 
в Національному художньому музеї України. 

Кучма й інші учасники церемонії відкриття ознайо- 
милися з експозицією, яка представляє понад 100 


FEDERAL REPRESENTATION 


Зміна кордонів федеральних виборчих округів 


робіт. Серед них портрети українських художників 
18-19 ст. Василя Тропініна, Капітона Павлова, 
Олександра Станкевича, Василя Боровиковського, 
Дмитра Левицького, а також жанрові сценки з життя 
козаків Миколи Пимоненка 1 Сергія Васильковського. 
"Родзинка" експозиції - кілька гравюр Тараса Шевченка 
і автопортрет великого Кобзаря. 

Кучма також ознайомився з макетами майбутньої 
нової будівлі Національного художнього музея України, 
будівництво якого ведеться на вулиці Інститутській. 

У суботу президент також вручив державні нагороди 
діячам культури і різних сфер народного господарства 
країни. Церемонія пройшла в Маріїнському палаці. 
Орден держави i звання Героя України отримали 
генеральний директор державного підприємства 
"Південмаш" Юрій Алекєєв, генеральний директор 
АТ "Турбоатом" Анатолій Бугаєць, генеральний 
конструктор державного підприємства "Запорізьке 
машинобудівне конструкторське бюро "Прогрес" Федір 
Муравченко. 

У Харкові святкування 11-ої річниці незалежності 
України проходило спокійно. За оцінками міліції, 
близько 100 осіб взяли участь в акціях, організованих 
опозиційними силами - Народним Рухом і Компартією. 
НРУ організував концерт на головній площі міста - 
площі Свободи. Неподалеку обком Компартії виставив 
агітаційний пост із плакатами і друкованою продукцією. 
Комуністи проводили збір підписів під зверненням до 
Верховної Ради, Верховного i Конституційного судів, 
в якому вимагали від депутатів почати процедуру 
імпічменту президента. Зокрема, вони вбачають 
порушення президентом Конституції в факті підписання 
Земельного кодексу України. 

У Сумах напередодні Дня Незалежності України 
відкрили нову тролейбусну лінію, що з'єднала центр 
міста з вулицею Черепіна на околиці. 

З нагоди Дня Незалежності України в Одесі пройшли 
мітинги національно-демократичних, лівих організацій 
i представників блоку "Єдина Україна". Щоб уникнути 
інцидентів, ці акції були розведені у часі і просторі. 
Найчисленішою була акція, організована партіями, 


у провінції Альберта 


2001 рік. 


Будьте поінформованими. Займайте активну позицію. 


Федеральний закон містить вимогу: переглядати рівень представництва 
провінцій у Палаті громад після кожного перепису населення, що 
проводиться один раз на 10 років - кількість депутатів від провінцій 

| повинна відбивати зміни в кількості населення Канади. 


| Комісія кордонів федеральних виборчих округів Альберти відповідає 
| за внесення необхідних змін у провінції. Ця незалежна комісія (пан 

| E.P. MacCallum, - Голова комісії, Ta два члени - пан Donald J. 

Barry та пан Ritu Khullar ) вже внесла пропозиції про зміну кордонів 3 
урахуванням демографічних змін, що відбулися в Альберті з 1991 по 


Ці пропозиції важливі для вас особисто, бо вони можуть вплинути і на 
кордони на вашого виборчиго округу. Комісія буде проводити 
громадські обговорення запропонованих кордонів виборчих округів. 
Ці обговорення дадуть вам можливість висловити свою думку щодо 
запропонованих кордонів та назв виборчих округів. 


Elections Canada 


Federal Electoral Boundaries Commission for Alberta 


Щоб отримати додаткову | 
інформацію, дзвоніть: 


@ до Комісії кордонів федеральних 


@ до Центральної виборчої комісії 


що входять до блоку "За єдину Україну!". За даними 
міліції, півторатисячна колона демонстрантів пройшла 
від Думської площі через все місто до пам'ятника 
Тарасу Шевченку. 

Близько 50 осіб, в основному громадян похилого 
віку, провели в Луганську в суботу мітинг під червоними 
прапорами і антипрезидентськими гаслами. 
Організатором мітингу виступила обласна організація 
КПУ. 

Мітингуючі вимагали відставки президента України 
Леоніда Кучми через те, що він не забезпечив "захист 
соціалістичних цінностей для незахищених категорій 
населення". 

У Дніпропетровську на годину пізніше запланованого 
через неузгодженість із владою пройшов мітинг 
націонал-демократичних сил біля пам'ятника Шевченку. 
Представники Блоку Юлії Тимошенко, блоку "Наша 
Україна", Соцпартії, Українського Народного Руху, 
Партії громадського контролю поклали квіти до 
монумента і провели мітинг. У ньому брало участь 
близько 100 осіб. 

Стільки ж було і на покладенні квітів до пам'ятника 
Шевченку за участю керівників області і міста. 
Також у суботу в Дніпропетровську міліція затримала 
трьох молодих людей - членів дніпропетровської 
обласної організації Ленінського комсомолу України, 
які поширювали листівки із зображенням герба країни 
з прималованним черепом. Їх дії підпадають під статтю 
338 Кримінального кодексу України - "наруга над 
державними символами". 

За даними міліції, близько 500 осіб в суботу в 
Донецьку взяли участь в акції, організованій 
Компартією і Всеукраїнським союзом робітників. У 
резолюції мітингу містяться вимоги відставки 
президента України Леоніда Кучми, підвищення пенсій, 
заборони на продаж землі, прийняття закону про 
вибори на пропорційній основі і недопущення закриття 
шахт. 

У виступах учасників відчувалися проросійські 
настрої. Зокрема, оплески викликали слова про "столи- 
цю нашої Батьківщини Москву". 


виборчих округів у Альберті: | 
(780) 495-8207 або | 
1 866 495-8207 (безкоштовна лінія) | 


Канади, безкоштовний дзвінок за | 
телефоном 1 800 463-6868, або 
TTY (для глухих та слабочуючих): 
1 800 361-8935 | 
Користуйтеся мережею Інтернет: | 
виберіть “Federal Representation | 
2004” на веб-сайті 


www.elections.ca 
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Ukraine expert predicts 
‘hot autumn” 


(RFE/RL)—On the eve of the eleventh anniversary 
of Ukrainian independence, Dr. Nadia Diuk, Director 
for Central Europe and Eurasia at the National Endow- 
ment for Democracy, told an RFE/RL audience Aug. 
23 that — facing a systemic political crisis following 
its recent parliamentary elections — Ukraine faces a 
“hot autumn” as parliamentarians call for massive street 
demonstrations on September 16. 

In discussing Ukraine’s need to find solutions to three 
fundamental challenges facing it in 1991 — the con- 
solidation of statehood, transformation of the economy, 
and the establishment of political democracy — Diuk 
noted that Ukraine surprised many contemporary ob- 
servers by “successfully” dealing with several major 
threats to its sovereignty. These included Russia’s at- 
tempts to re-claim Crimea — laid to rest with the 1997 
Russian-Ukrainian border agreement — and the inte- 
gration of a badly divided multi-ethnic population. Diuk 
also cited the 1997 NATO-Ukrainian Charter as evi- 
dence of Western acceptance of Ukraine’s political im- 
portance. 

In the economic arena the opposite occurred. Inde- 
pendent Ukraine’s prospects to develop a prosperous 
economy initially were rated as excellent, given its 
wealth of natural resources and highly developed So- 
viet-era economy. However, Ukraine’s choice of “slow” 
reform — while less disruptive than the “shock therapy” 
chosen by Poland and, to an extent, Russia — “opened 
the door,” in Diuk’s opinion, to large-scale corruption 
that continues to be a drag on the Ukrainian economy 
today. 

Political democracy in Ukraine, according to Diuk, 
seemed a real possibility in 1991 with its ratification of 


independence by national referendum, and “Rukh” 
leader Vyacheslav Chornovil’s success in gamering 20 
percent of the vote in Ukraine’s first post-Soviet presi- 
dential election. Diuk also said that, while media inde- 
pendence may have reached its high point in 1994 and 
has declined ever since, non-governmental organiza- 
tions (NGOs) — first established in the early 1990’s 
— are becoming stronger and less open to government 
influence. However, because the country continues to 
maintain a Soviet-style top-down political structure, 
Ukraine’s executive branch has consolidated its author- 
ity through President Leonid Kuchma’s right to make 
some 2,000 senior appointments at both the national 
and regional leve!, according to Diuk. Ukraine’s doz- 
ens of weak political parties tend to be based on per- 
sonalities — in Ukraine’s case, the country’s many 
business magnates, or oligarchs — rather than with ide- 
ologies or political platforms. 

The parliamentary elections held this past March 
highlighted many of independent Ukraine’s strengths 
and weaknesses — Diuk said that early publicity by 
NGOs of exit polling data on election night probably 
kept the authorities from engaging in massive vote 
fraud. Yet, Diuk added, when it came to the allocation 
of parliamentary seats, the pro-Kuchma “For a United 
Ukraine” party used its ties to the executive branch to 
effectively control the parliament in spite of its rela- 
tively weak showing at the polls. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty is a private, inter- 
national communications service to Central, Eastern 
and Southeastern Europe; the Caucasus; and Central 
and Southwestern Asia funded by the U.S. Congress 
through the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 


Our Ukraine slams authorities 


Cont. from P. 1 
quoted Tymoshenko as saying. 

Meanwhile, Kuchma addressed a 
letter to the Verkhovna Rada asking 
the parliament to back his proposal 
last month to introduce constitu- 
tional amendments in order to move 
Ukraine toward a parliamentary- 
presidential republic. 

“My proposal is not a joke or a 
test of loyalty, but a considered 
choice. I hope that after the initial 
shock, political leaders will under- 
stand the seriousness of the 


ter. 


Will Our Ukraine 
protest on Sept. 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—’I support the protest actions [planned by the 
opposition to start on Sept. 16] because they are an adequate reaction to 
activities of the authorities who do not see or hear anything,” UNIAN 
quoted Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko as saying on Sept. 3. 

Asked why Our Ukraine has not announced that it will join the “Rise 
Up, Ukraine!” protest campaign on Sept. 16, Yushchenko gave a vague 


answer. 


Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Popular Rukh (Kostenko faction) and the 
Reforms and Order party , both members of the Our Ukraine bloc, have 
decided to join the Sept. 16 protest. 
Hennadiy Udovenko, the leader of the Popular Rukh of Ukraine (an- 
other constituent of Our Ukraine), told UNIAN that Our Ukraine regional 
branches have been given the right to decide on their own whether to join 


the protest campaign. 


Our Ukraine intends to hold a forum of democratic forces in Kyiv on 
Sept. 14-15, to which it invited President Leonid Kuchma and a number 
_ of opposition leaders, including Yuliya Tymoshenko, Oleksandr Moroz, 


and Petro Symonenko. 


Police watching Our Ukraine, 
says Bezsmertnyi 


(Ukrayinska Pravda)—The political coordinator of the Our Ukraine 
Roman Bezsmertnyi says that he knows about the existence of orders by 
the interior minister tot establish outside surveillance over the members 
of the bloc and their families, and also to tap their phones. 

«І saw [the document] myself,” Bezsmertnyi told journalists of the 


Ukraina Moloda daily on Aug. 30. 


The coordinator of the bloc also said he feared that members of the Our 
Ukraine “would not tolerate the bullying and retaliate in kind.” 


president’s intention and start work 
on changing the constitution,” 
Reuters quoted from Kuchma’s let- 


As well, parliamentary speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn in his opening 
address to the session warned depu- 
ties against “drawing the parliament 
into debates on early presidential 
and parliamentary elections,” 
UNIAN reported. 

“A dynamic transformation of the 
feeble Ukrainian political process 
into an outburst of political emo- 


tions, multiplied by the president’s 
political initiatives and innovations, 
is fraud, apart from everything else, 
with pushing to the background all 
the remaining urgent problems con- 
nected with the country’s vital func- 
tions,” Lytvyn said. 


16? 
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For the largest selection of dance supplies, 
Ukrainian books, casettes and CDs, 
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Byzantine icons, and much, much more. 
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Best Wishes on the 11th Anniversary 
of Ukraine’s Independence 


“WORKING FOR MULTICULTURALISM” 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
Grant MacEwan College is an endowed centre which fosters 
innovation, leadership and education. 


URDC is Canada’s only Ukrainian Centre within a community 
college setting. In co-operation with community organizations, 
external agencies, post-secondary institutions and government, 
URDC develops and co-ordinates major cultural and educational 
projects and multicultural programming within the national and 
International Ukrainian community. 


In addition to publishing a newsletter, URDC administers an 
awards program annually, in several different categories. 


For further information, or to receive URDC’s newsletter, contact: 
The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 

Grant MacEwan College 

Box 1796, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2P2 

Tel: (780) 497-4374; Fax (780) 497-4377 

Email: admin@urdc.net 


«ЦОПОМАГАЙМО НАШІЙ ГРОМАДІ" 
“LOOKING AFTER THE COMMUNITY’S NEEDS” 


fe Grant 
MacEwan 
College 
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Toll-free: 1-866-422-4255 
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Time for Yushchenko 


to meet the challenge 


In his open letter to President Leonid Kuchma, which was made public 
on Aug. 29, Viktor Yushchenko has come out with his strongest criticism 
to date of the presidential administration. 

He calls upon Kuchma to make a choice between “democracy and dic- 
tatorship” and take urgent measures “to remove threats to Ukraine’s de- 
mocracy and statehood.” 

He adds that: “The inability of the authorities to stop the country’s slide 
toward a social and economic catastrophe and the continuation of the policy 
oriented toward curbing democracy and constitutional civil rights and free- 
doms will force us to call on voters to stand in defense of democracy, 
national interests, and the independence of the Ukrainian state.” 

However, he stops short of clear and open opposition. Instead he pro- 
poses that a democratic” coalition be built around “Our Ukraine” and form 
the government. His principle demand is that Viktor Medvedchuk and the 
Social Democratic Party of Ukraine (united) be kept out of this coalition, 
thus trying drive a wedge between the SDPU (u) and the other oligarchic 
groupings. 

But how likely is this strategy to succeed? To date Yushchenko and Our 
Ukraine have been successfully outmaneuvered by the oligarchic clans. 
To begin with, the election was stolen from underneath their noses and 
then a parliamentary majority was created by bribing and blackmailing 
their members to switch sides. What guarantee does Yushchenko have that 
this will not continue? Absolutely none, and if the past few months are any 
indication of what can be expected, then they will use this opportunity to 
further weaken Our Ukraine and diminish Yushchenko’s popularity. 

Yushchenko’s best option at this point in time should be to provide a 
clear democratic alternative. This means coming out categorically in op- 
position to both Kuchma and the oligarchs (while keeping the Commu- 
nists at arms length and out of any formal or informal alliance) and de- 
mand the immediate resignation of President Kuchma and pre-term presi- 
dential elections. 

All the indicators show that Kuchma and his entourage have lost the 
confidence of the nation and — with that — the ability to govern effec- 
tively. Desperate for support, Kuchma is willing to sell Ukraine down the 
river to Russia. (No wonder he wants to celebrate the 350th anniversary 
of the Pereyaslav Treaty.) 

While Kuchma may be making reform noises once again, one is re- 
minded of the fable about the boy who cried “wolf”. Kuchma has made 
similar pledges before and has never delivered on his promises. What he 
is clearly afraid of is that if he fails to groom one of his cronies to succeed 
him, as did Russia’s Yeltsin, he may face criminal charges under a new 
administration. This is a very serious problem because there is no telling 
how far the criminal element may go to prevent such a development. De- 
mocracy (or what is left of it), freedom and the very future of the country 
be at stake. 

The offer of immunity may be the one ace in Yushchenko’s hand. Dis- 
tasteful as it may be, it may become necessary to avoid the alternatives. 
However, this can only be offered if Kuchma resigns immediately and 
new presidential elections are held. Yushchenko has nothing to lose by 
assuming a leadership role in the opposition, but everything to lose by 
hopping in bed with the oligarchs. This is his challenge. The challenge he 
must meet. 
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Is Kuchma genuine in 
his political reform? 


By Taras Kuzio 

President Kuchma used the anniversary of the dec- 
laration of Ukrainian independence on Aug. 24 to an- 
nounce his support for political reforms. How genuine 
was he? 

Kuchma has always supported a presidential system 
modeled on Russia’s and has opposed a law on propor- 
tional elections. The highly flawed April 2000 referen- 
dum aimed to transform Ukraine into a presidential 
republic and create a smaller, bicameral, puppet par- 
liament. Last year, Kuchma vetoed a law on fully pro- 
portional elections five times. 

Kuchma announced his intention to launch political 
reforms because the opposition plans to hold mass dem- 
onstrations on Sept. 16, with Our Ukraine holding a 
forum of democratic forces the day before. Worse still 
for Kuchma, and a sign of the rising public hostility to 
his regime, is the decision by the moderate business 
group Razom — the “pragmatic” and “constructive op- 
position” within Our Ukraine — to support a referen- 
dum on early presidential elections. (The speed with 
which events are moving can be seen in the fact that a 
failed referendum drive by Yuliya Tymoshenko in 
spring 2001 was not then backed by Our Ukraine.) 
Yushchenko also wrote his most critical open letter to 
date to Kuchma on Aug. 29. 

Kuchma’s representative in parliament, Oleksandr 


Zadorozhnyy, admitted two reasons for Kuchma’s new 


policies in an interview in the Aug. 31 issue of the 
“Dzerkalo tyzhnya” weekly. First, “[Kuchma] was 
forced to move to this [supporting political reform] 
because opposition forces in parliament had adopted 
as their program the movement toward a parliamen- 
tary-presidential republic,” Zadorozhnyy said. Second, 
Kuchma had an eye to the 2004 parliamentary elec- 
tions. Zadorozhnyy argued that Ukraine has no indi- 
vidual to whom the extensive range of powers that 
Kuchma enjoys today could be transferred, i.e., nei- 
ther to an oligarch nor to Yushchenko. “That is why 
these powers require serious modification,” he said. 

A move toward a parliamentary-presidential repub- 
lic would reduce the power of the next elected presi- 
dent, which, as polls consistently show, would be 
Yushchenko. If the constitution is changed by the next 
presidential elections, the parliament, which has a pro- 
presidential majority, would elect the next president 
by a majority vote, a system in place in Estonia and 
Moldova. This would resolve the problem of a pro- 
Kuchma presidential candidate’s not being subjected 
to a popular vote and would deal with the lack of any 
popular oligarch who could be elected by popular vote 
as a successor to Kuchma and would give Kuchma 
immunity from prosecution after his retirement. The 
pro-presidential parliamentary majority would simply 
elect one of its own to replace Kuchma. 

In Ukraine, the pro-presidential blocs fought the elec- 
tions in support of a presidential system and the imple- 
mentation of the April 2000 constitutional referendum. 
This has now been dropped and changed five months 
after the elections when the executive ordered them to 
support a parliamentary-presidential system. Lacking 
any ideology and objectives other than maintaining 


power, centrist oligarchic parties can very easily change 
their programs. 

Of Ukraine’s virtual, centrist oligarchic parties, only 
the Kyiv oligarchic clan has attempted to create a func- 
tioning party, the Social Democratic Party-united 
(SDPU-o) led by Viktor Medvedchuk, who now heads 
the presidential administration. The SDPU-0 is de facto 
becoming the new “party of power” and heads of raion - 
administrations are being replaced by SDPU-o loyal- 
ists. The Popular Democratic Party (NDP) failed to 
fulfill this role after the 1998 elections, and For a United 
Ukraine (ZYU) disintegrated almost immediately after 
the March 2002 elections. 

Our Ukraine leader Yushchenko claims that 
Medvedchuk has become Ukraine’s “Rasputin.” The 
SDPU-o has openly bragged that it is behind Kuchma’s 
political reforms, working behind the scenes. 
Medvedchuk is reputed to be the most intelligent and 
“ruthless” (i.e., in Kuchma’s view, the most efficient) 
among Ukraine’s oligarchs, especially in comparison 
to the weakness shown by former presidential admin- 
istration and ZYU head Volodymyr Lytvyn. 
Medvedchuk and Kuchma have a major factor in com- 
mon: They both hate Kuchma’s enemies, especially 
Yushchenko. 

The SDPU-o is the only oligarch party that has al- 
ways supported a fully proportional election law. 
Medvedchuk — the leader of the SDPU-o, which was 
the last of the parties that made it through the 4 percent 
threshold in the March elections when it won only 6.27 
percent of the vote — is behind the attempt at tamper- 
ing with the election results in the parliament by creat- 
ing what Yushchenko calls an “artificial administrative 
[pro-presidential] majority.” 

The nine factions from the former ZYU and the 
SDPU-o that have created this majority are unlikely to 
obtain agreement from Our Ukraine to join it because 
this would contradict Yushchenko’s long-held argument 
that a “democratic majority” can only be built around 
his bloc that won the elections. In addition, Yushchenko 
has ruled out joining a majority “created by the SDPU- 
One 

Regardless of the truth behind Yushchenko’s argu- 
ments, they have no resonance with centrist political 
forces steeped in Soviet political culture. Such a politi- 
cal culture defines those in opposition as illegitimate, 
і.е., “destructive forces”; attempts to co-opt political 
groups, trade unions, and nongovernmental organiza- 
tions to help “consolidate society”; and still uses the 
security service to collect information on the opposi- 
tion in the same manner as the Soviet KGB. Such views 
prefer an authoritarian, corporatist state and have little 
to do with a liberal democracy. 

In January 1999, 237 parliamentary deputies voted 
in favor of abolishing the presidency, a reflection of 
how the presidency had already by then been discred- 
ited by Kuchma. Kuchma’s political reforms aim not 
to replicate this move from three years ago but to con- 
solidate the former Soviet Ukrainian nomenklatura as 
the country’s ruling elite and to marginalize the oppo- 
sition by ensuring that a safe successor is elected from 
among the pro-presidential parliamentary majority. 


Exploring Kuchma’s motives for moving 
toward parliamentary democracy 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 
presided over a closed meeting of his cabinet Aug. 28 
to discuss how to bring about constitutional changes 
he is advocating to strengthen the country’s parliament 
and transform Ukraine into a parliamentary democracy. 
Currently, it is the president who chooses and appoints 
the Ukrainian government. 

Kuchma announced his plan the previous week dur- 
ing celebrations of the 11th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
independence. The plan would require important con- 
Stitutional changes, and Kuchma urged the Ukrainian 
cabinet and parliament to begin work on amendments 
as soon as possible. 

The Aug. 28 meeting was attended by parliamentary 
speaker Vladimir Lytvyn and representatives of 
parliament’s seven political factions. 

The proposals appear to signal an abrupt and mas- 
sive change of heart for Kuchma, now in his second 
and, under the present constitution, last term in office. 
For years, Kuchma has been able to mule by decree while 
a bitterly divided parliament has remained largely im- 


potent. 

Many politicians and civic groups who oppose 
Kuchma accuse the Ukrainian president of being auto- 
cratic, and they have long demanded a curtailment of 
his powers and a shift toward increased parliamentary 
authority. 

Kuchma last year won approval for extra presiden- 
tial powers through a countrywide referendum that 
many said was conducted dishonestly. Parliament re- 
fused to confirm the new powers. 

In his speech to the country, Kuchma explained that 
in the first years following independence, a strong presi- 
dential system was necessary because Ukraine had 
“weak political parties and an underdeveloped demo- 
cratic system.” But now, he said, “I am convinced that 
for its further development the country needs to go over 
to another political system, a parliamentary-presiden- 
tial republic.” 

The decision was welcomed by former President Le- 
onid Ктауспик, who said Kuchma’s initiative is “a step 
toward the opposition” and “a correct decision.” 

But many political observers and politicians opposed 
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Exploring Kuchma’s motives|Kuchma’s latest catastrophe 
for moving toward 
parliamentary democracy 


to Kuchma believe the Ukrainian president’s 
motives for the sweeping constitutional 
changes are more cynical. They say the an- 
nouncement was made to deflect attention 
from calls by opposition groups for mass pro- 
tests next month to demand an end to 
Kuchma’s rule. The opposition accuses 
Kuchma of corruption and involvement in the 
murder of opposition journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze. Kuchma denies the allegations. 

The director of the independent Institute for 
Statehood and Democracy in the Ukrainian 
capital, Kyiv, Ivan Lozowy, predicts the dem- 
onstrations could be massive because 
Ukraine’s most popular politician, former 
Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko — who is 
now the leader of parliament’s largest demo- 
cratic bloc — has thrown his weight behind 
them. 

Lozowy said a recent opinion poll shows 
that more than 70 percent of Ukrainians want 
Kuchma to step down from his post. “In the 
first instance, Kuchma’s proposals are in- 
tended to weaken the momentum for mass 
protests this autumn being planned by the 
opposition,” Lozowy said. 

Lozowy pointed out that Kuchma’s propos- 
als came the day after he met with three other 
powerful opposition figures involved in the 
planned demonstrations: former Deputy 
Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko, Commu- 
nist Party chief Petro Symonenko, and So- 
cialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz. 

Yushchenko, leader of the pro-Western Our 
Ukraine faction, said the president’s initiative 
will justify itself only if democratic elections 
are held in the country. “Otherwise,” he said, 
“the very idea of reforms will be discredited.” 

Lozowy said Kuchma has not abandoned 
his idea for introducing the results of the ref- 
erendum, which could change the constitu- 
tion to enable him to prolong his term in of- 
fice, “I think that Leonid Kuchma is currently 
searching for any means possible to extend 
his rule and term as president. This is an is- 
sue that was formerly only whispered about 
in the corridors of power, but now it has sur- 
faced openly as a matter for public discus- 
sion,” Lozowy said. 

Lozowy said Kuchma was first elected 
president while the present constitution was 
being drawn up. He believes Kuchma, under 
the guise of promoting constitutional changes 
to give more power to parliament, will use 
his powerful faction of supporters in parlia- 
ment to argue for a one-off exemption to be 
made for the president to be allowed to run 
for a third term in office. “On the one hand, 

he has apparently agreed to opposition pro- 
posals about creating a democratic parliamen- 
tary republic with increased power and au- 
thority for the nation’s parliament. But on the 
other hand, he has underscored the results of 
the referendum, which had as its aims, and 
despite accusations by many that its results 
had been falsified, the strengthening of the 
presidential administration,’ Lozowy said. 

Opposition leaders like Tymoshenko have 
in the past called not only for Kuchma’s im- 
peachment but for him to be tried on charges 
of corruption and possibly for involvement 
in the kidnapping and murder of Gongadze. 
Lozowy said Kuchma fears what may hap- 
pen to him once he loses his presidential pow- 
ers. “[Kuchma] faces the problem that 

Ukraine’s most popular politician, Viktor 

Yushchenko, has every chance of winning the 

next presidential elections and Leonid 

Danylovych [Kuchma] has to calculate what 

that would mean for him. Will that mean 

changes in many of the leading posts and the 
people who fill them? Will questions be asked 
about Kuchma himself? [Will questions be 
asked about] the people who surround him, 
his family, his business interests, and all of 
the scandals that have surfaced and whose 
number is increasing daily? For instance, re- 


“I think that Leonid Kuchma is 
currently searching for any 
means possible to extend his 
rule and term as president. 
This is an issue that was for- 
merly only whispered about in 
the corridors of power, but now 
it has surfaced openly as a 
matter for public discussion,” 
Analyst Ivan Lozowy 


cently, one of the newspapers, ‘Zerkalo 
Nedili,’ published an article about a new 
yacht, which costs a minimum of $6 million, 
given to Kuchma by Oleh Dubin, a deputy 
premier of Ukraine who is a favorite and pro- 
tege of Leonid Kuchma,” Lozowy said. 

Lozowy said it is a common tactic for 
Ukrainian politicians to announce publicly the 
opposite of their real intentions. He is con- 
vinced that is the case with Kuchma’s pro- 
posals about transferring power to parliament. 
He does not believe that it will deflect plans 
for mass demonstrations next month. 

Presidential adviser and well-known politi- 
cal commentator Mykhaylo Pohrebinski be- 
lieves Kuchma genuinely feels the changes 
will end the bitter divisions between Ukraine’s 
legislative and executive branches. Years of 
rows between the two branches are blamed 
for the slow pace of economic reform in 
Ukraine. 

Pohrebinski said Kuchma knows the 
changes are needed if Ukraine is to have any 
chance of joining the European Union. “I 
think that [Kuchma] knows better than oth- 
ers how ineffectively the legislative and ex- 
ecutive branches have functioned in the six 
years since he came to power and understands 
that if Ukraine is to make the European choice 
that he so fondly talks about, it cannot do that 
without resolving the difficult relations be- 
tween the legislative and executive branches. 
I think he is convinced that the government 
should be chosen by a parliamentary major- 
ity, and the president’s role will be changed 
to deal perhaps with foreign policy or as com- 
mander in chief of the army,” Pohrebinski 
said. 

Pohrebinski explained why he believes 
Kuchma, who has two years to serve in his 
presidency, chose to announce his initiative 
now. “I think he’s chosen this moment because 
if it’s to be done, it must be started now be- 
cause it will take two years for the process to 
be completed. It must be done during a pe- 
riod when a president is departing because a 
new president will not want to curtail his own 
powers. He will want the old system with a 
powerful president. Therefore, if the president 
wants to go down in history as a European 
reformer, he has to do it now because it will 
take two years,” Pohrebinski said. 

Pohrebinski does not know exactly what 

swayed Kuchma to adopt his new approach 
but does not believe it was motivated purely 
to deflect attention away from planned dem- 
onstrations against the president. “It’s impos- 
sible to pinpoint which argument was deci- 
sive for the president when he made his deci- 
sion. Among these arguments was that he 
would be taking astep toward meeting oppo- 
sition demands and depriving them of the 
important cause of political reform of 
Ukraine’s system of government. Perhaps this 
was one of the reasons for his decision, but 
how much importance he attached to it is dif- 
ficult to say. My opinion is that he regards 
the demonstrations as a bluff rather than a real 
threat to the present system,” Pohrebinski 
said. Pohrebinski is convinced that Kuchma 
will not try to extend his presidency beyond 
this term. 


Jane’s Intelligence Digest, August 23, 2002 
The deaths of 85 people, including 27 chil- 
dren, and 162 wounded at the world’s worst 
air show disaster at Sknyliv airbase near Lviv 
on July 27, was a disaster waiting to happen. 
JID’s regional correspondent investigates the 
political implications of the latest incident. 

Based on Ukraine’s past record, there 
should be little confidence in the ability of 
the authorities to launch a competent investi- 
gation. This is certainly a view shared by 
many Ukrainians. In a domestic opinion poll 
conducted immediately after the latest trag- 
edy by the Ukrainian Centre for Economic 
and Political Studies, 56.1% of respondents 
did not believe that punishment would be 
imposed on those found guilty, while 52.8% 
blamed President Leonid Kuchma, the local 
authorities or the Defense Ministry for the 
accident. 

Keen to be seen doing something, Kuchma 
duly arrived at the scene on the same day and 
promptly sacked the Commander of the Air 
Force, Volodymyr Tkachov. He also launched 
an investigative commission led by secretary 
of the National Security and Defence Coun- 
cil Yevhen Marchuk. 

Four senior Ukrainian Air Force officials, 
including the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Ukrainian Air Force Viktor Strelnikoy, 14th 
Air corps Commander Serhiy Onishchenko, 
his deputy, A. Tretyakov and the assistant di- 
rector for air shows Yuri Yatsiuk, were de- 
tained on July 28 pending a criminal investi- 
gation. They face up to 15 years in prison. 

The commission also blamed pilot devia- 
tion from the flight path, as well as a lack of 
safety precautions. In a move calculated to 
help assuage public anger, each of the 236 
people wounded, or the families of those 
killed, are to receive US$1,000 in compensa- 
tion. Weaponry is no longer to be shown off 
during official holidays and all military 
flights, except duty aircraft are suspended. 
Who is really to blame? 

However, according to well-informed ob- 
servers, the causes of the air show disaster 
should be laid at the doorstep not of the mili- 
tary but of the executive. Ukraine’s armed 
forces have been denied adequate funding 
since the USSR collapsed in 1991. Former 
defence minister, Oleksandr Kuzmuk, blamed 
the lack of “civil responsibility and under-fi- 
nancing” of the armed forces for this and other 
tragedies. 

The Air Force has not purchased a single 
spare part from Russia for its Su-27 aircraft. 
The Su-27 that crashed at the air show had 
been in service for 15 years and many of its 
parts had long exceeded their service life. 
Long idle periods cause condensation to cor- 
rode the plane’s units. Air pilots are also not 
given sufficient air flight training due to short- 
age of funds and fuel. 

Will incidents similar to the air show trag- 
edy happen again? Ukrainian government in- 
structions made only a week prior to the Lviv 
air show disaster gave permission for border 
guards to shoot down hijacked aircraft after 
warning shots have been fire at them. These 
measures are meant to combat terrorism and 
to guard Ukraine’s state and maritime borders. 

However, international civil aviation law 
forbids the shooting down of aircraft with pas- 
sengers, even if they have been seized by ter- 
rorists. Ukraine is a member of the Interna- 
tional Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
and may need reminding that it is obliged to 
abide by its rules. Could this prove to be yet 
another disaster waiting to happen? 

Ukraine’s record on three earlier incidents 
hardly inspires confidence. The authorities’ 
immediate reaction was to launch an at- 
tempted cover up and to deny any responsi- 
bility. 

In April 2000 in the town of Brovary, near 
Kyiv, the military authorities stated that: “All 
missiles launched during the exercise hit the 
set tasks at the training ground”. They only 
admitted to firing a missile into an apartment 
building after evidence was shown to them 
of missile parts. The initial blame for the ex- 
plosion was assigned to “terrorism”. On that 
occasion, no military official was sacked and 
no investigation was ordered by Kuchma, 
despite the civilian loss of life. 

Next, a Ukrainian missile shot down a Tu- 
154 civilian airliner on Oct. 4, 2001. The air- 


The Air Force has not purchased 
a single spare part from Russia 
for its Su-27 aircraft. The Su-27 
that crashed at the air show had 
been in service for 15 years and 
many of its parts had long 
exceeded their service life. 


craft was en route from Tel Aviv to 
Novosibirsk. This incident resulted in the loss 
of 78 lives (66 passengers, mainly Israelis, 
and 12 crew members). Kuchma tried to per- 
suade the minister of defence not to resign 
from his position and on that occasion the Air 
Force commander was not sacked. 

However, the Ukrainian parliament de- 
manded that Minister of Defence Kuzmuk 
resign and take responsibility for the accident. 

Kuchma refused to accept the resignation. 
After much pressure, Kuzmuk was forced to 
resign but he quickly returned to the limelight 
after he was elected to parliament on the pro- 
Kuchma ‘For a United Ukraine’ election ticket 
in March. 

The current Defence Minister Volodymyr 
Shkidchenko also offered his resignation af- 
ter the Sknyliv air show tragedy but, as with 
Kuzmuk, Kuchma has refused to accept it. 
Kuzmuk weighed in to back the president’s 
decision not to accept his successor’s resig- 
nation. 

Another big mistake 

Predictably, Kuchma sought to play down 
the shooting down of the civilian airliner by 
observing that “bigger mistakes have been 
made”. At first, the Ukrainian authorities at- 
tempted yet another cover up, claiming that 
they had not even been undertaking anti-air- 
craft tests. They were also quick to deny that 
their missiles possessed the necessary range, 
since the aircraft was hit 250 kms out at sea. 
These missiles had allegedly no warheads 
(which contradicted information that the ex- 
ercise used live rounds) and were equipped 
with self-destruction systems that went into 
action if the missiles diverted from the target. 

Despite the Ukrainian government’s deni- 
als, it was quickly confirmed by a US satel- 
lite that the Israeli airliner had been shot down 
by a Ukrainian S-200 anti-aircraft missile 
which was capable of hitting targets at a dis- 
tance of 250 km and at an altitude of up to 
300 metres. The missile hit the airliner within 
three minutes of being fired, releasing 10,000 
steel contact elements that acted as shrapnel. 

On July 4 ап Israeli EI AI 757, flying from 
Israel to Moscow and a Russian Tu-154, fly- 
ing from Odessa to Yekaterinburg, both wit- 
nessed a missile climb and explode over the 
Ukrainian city of Dnipropetrovsk. A Russian 
II-86 aircraft flying from Moscow to Istanbul 
also reported seeing a “glow”. This incident 
occurred three days before Ukrainian Air De- 
fence Troops Day and could have been part 
of preparations for celebrations on that holi- 
day. 

As on previous occasions Kuchma and the 
military authorities strenuously denied that the 
object had been a Ukrainian missile. As usual, 
Kuzmuk attempted to shift the blame on to а 
Russian missile fired from the Astrakhan 
training ground, fireworks, a meteorite or — 
even more bizarrely — “a fragment of space 
garbage orbiting the earth”. Prime Minister 
Anatoliy Kinakh claimed it was caused by 
“natural phenomenon or bad information”. 

Despite strenuous Ukrainian denials, Israeli 
Transport Minister Ephraim Sneh backed up 
his pilot’s version because he was a “combat 
veteran of the Israeli Air Force”. On past from, 
the Israeli version of events is far more likely 
to be closer to the truth than that provided by 
the Ukrainian authorities. 

The only reason Kuchma has been unable 
to launch a cover up of the air show disaster, 
unlike the three earlier incidents, is because 
this event took place in public. 

After this series of assorted disasters, a Kyiv 
think-tank has concluded that the “credibility 
and competence” of the Ukrainian ministry 
of defence needs to be questioned because it 
“continues to be mired in a Soviet-era men- 
tality”. Ukraine’s military still requires ma- 

jor reform before the country can even con- 
sider joining NATO. 
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Мельниченко записував і в сауні, 
а бити Єльяшкевича мав Суркіс 


(Українська правдаЛитерфакс- Україна) Голова 
парламентської комісії у справі Гонгадзе Григорій 
Омельченко привіз із США формальні заяви, 
яких не вистачало Генеральній прокуратурі для 
порушення кримінальних справ проти Кучми, 
Литвина, Кравченка й Деркача. Про це депутат 
повідомив в інтерв'ю кореспонденту української 
служби "Німецької хвилі" в Америці Валентину 
Лабунському. 

Попередні голови слідчої комісії - Лавринович 
та Жир - не передавали до Генеральної проку- 
ратури жодних заяв, повідомляє "Німецька хвиля". 
Через це генеральний прокурор Святослав Піскун 
на зустрічі з Омельченком зауважив, що він не 
має підстав порушувати кримінальні справи проти 
Кучми та його колишніх підлеглих. Тепер такі 
заяви Мирослави Гонгадзе та Миколи Мель- 
ниченка Піскун матиме, стверджує радіостанція. 

З рук Омельченка генпрокурор також має 
отримати заяву з вимогою порушити кримінальну 
справу проти Кучми і Деркача за підписом 
колишнього народного депутата Олександра 
Єльяшкевича, який зараз звернувся за політичним 
притулком до США. 

З матеріалу "Німецької хвилі" стали відомі 
подробиці організації замаху на Єльяшкевича. 
Виконати це доручення Кучми мав Григорій 
Суркіс - президент Федерації футболу, один із 
лідерів СДПУ(О). Саме його прізвище лунає на 
уривку запису Мельниченка, оприлюдненому в 
липні 2002. Тоді, однак, із розшифровки була 
прибрана фраза Кучми, де він доручає конкретній 
особі організувати побиття Єльяшкевича. 

"Разом із членами депутатської слідчої комісії, 
людьми, із якими я працював у США, нам 
удалося зібрати докази, які однозначно засвід- 
чують про те, що в Україні діє організоване 
злочинне угруповання, політична банда", - сказав 
Омельченко "Німецькій хвилі". 

Голова парламентської комісії під час відряд- 
ження зустрівся також у Вашингтоні з автори- 
тетним експертом аудіозаписів Брюсом Кенігом. 

За даними УП, Омельченко звернувся з 


офіційним запитом про надання новому складу 
комісії лабораторних звітів останніх трьох 
експертиз, належним чином оформлених із 
дотриманням усіх юридичних вимог. Ці експертизи 
зокрема стосувалися наступних епізодів 
звукозаписів у кабінеті президента: згоди Кучми 
на продаж "Кольчуг" до Іраку, наказу Кучми 
про фізичну розправу над Олександром 
Єльяшкевичем. 

Омельченко також звернувся з проханням до 
фірми "БЕК ТЕК" додатково провести експертизи 
інших уривків записів Мельниченка. Голова комісії 
представив Брюсу Кенігу уповноважених 
представників для ведення справ у США - Миколу 
Мельниченка та Олександра Єльяшкевича, які 
були особисто присутні на цій зустрічі. 

З огляду на нещодавні інформації про підготов- 
ку замаху на життя Миколи Мельниченка, обго- 
ворювалися можливі варіанти подальшого 
проведення експертиз на той випадок, якщо такий 
замах завершиться усуненням колишнього майора 
Держохорони. 

Крім прізвища Суркіса, інтерв'ю голови парла- 

ментської комісії радіостанції містило ще одну 
сенсаційну новину. Виявляється, у Мельниченка 
є записи Кучми не тільки з кабінету, але й... із 
сауни. 
"Я працював із майором Миколою Мельниченком 
по його аудіозаписах, зроблених у кабінетах 
президента України, в інших приміщеннях, де 
бував президент, у тому числі й у сауні. Дуже 
цікаві записані розмови. На них, як правило, 
мова йде про підготовку й вчинення злочинів, 
тяжких, особливо тяжких злочинів, насильницьких 
злочинів та інших", - сказав Омельченко. 

На самому початку касетного скандалу, як 
відомо, Мельниченко стверджував, що записував 
Кучму з-під дивана. Однак у нещодавньому 
інтерв'ю "Українській правді" він уникнув відповіді 
на питання, яким чином велося прослуховування: 
"Це таємниця слідства. Нехай Кучма переживає, 
хвилюється й боїться - це піде тільки на користь", 
- сказав екс-майор Управління державної охорони. 


Комуністи можуть 


ий М. 


«здати» Тимошенко 


(ForUm)—Ha позицію фракції KITY відносно подання Генпро-- 
куратури про притягнення до кримінальної відповідальності Юлії 
Тимошенко «не повинно впливати» на обставину, що Компартія 
i БЮТ збираються 16 вересня разом виступити в акціях протесту. 
Про це, як передає кореспондент ForUm’y, заявив 23-го серня 
журналістам лідер фракції KITY в Верховній Раді Петро Cumo— 
ненко. Він підкреслив, «якщо хтось винен - повинен відповідати». 

Симоненко також зазначив, що фракція КПУ збирається 
ознайомитися зі всіма деталями обвинувачення Генпрокуратури 
на адресу Тимошенко і тільки після цього виробити свою позицію 
щодо згоди на залучення її до відповідальності. 

Як повідомлялося, в Верховну Раду України надійшло подання 
Генеральної прокуратури на згоду парламенту на притягненні до 
кримінальної відповідальності і арешт народного депутата Юлії 
Тимошенко, лідера фракції БЮТ. Раніше, 2 серпня Генеральний 
прокурор України Святослав Пискун порушив кримінальну справу 
щодо народного депутата України Ю. Тимошенко. Зокрема, справу 
порушено за ознаками злочинів, передбачених ч.5 ст. 191 
Кримінального кодексу України - привласнення коштів в особливо 
великих розмірах від реалізації споживачам України російського 
природного газу, 4.3 ст. 27, 4.4 ст. 28, 4.2 ст. 29, ст. 30, 4.5 ст. 
191 КК України - організація, привласнення коштів в особливо 
великих розмірах від реалізації природного газу, ч.2 ст. 366 КК 
- службова фальсифікація, 4.3 ст. 27 i ч. ст. 366 К - організація 
службової фальсифікації. 


Чи Ви задоволені з Вашої фінансової установи? 
Якщо ні......... 


Загляньте в Кредитову Спілку Будучність де успіхи 
наших членів є необхідним елементом наших успіхів 


Плян патронажних дивідендів: Чим більший Ваш 
фінансовий зв'язок - Тим більша виплата 


Патронажний Плян вже виплатив 2 мільйони — 


ве На Івано-Франківщині відкрито пам'ятник 
з подякою за Вашу лояльність і підтримку 


"Борцям за Українську державу" 
(УНІАН) -У місті Долина на Івано-Франківщині напередодні 
Дня незалежності України відкрито перший пам'ятник у нашій 
державі "Борцям за Українську державу". Як передає кореспондент 
УНІАН, він збудований на вшанування тих, хто боровся за 
вільну Україну, починаючи з 988 року (часу хрещення Руси- 
України) до 1992 року. Пам'ятник - це фігура оборонця доброї 
волі й поборника диявола святого архангела Михаїла. Його 
подарував долинянам їх земляк Омелян Антонович, який нині 
проживає в США. На відкритті пам'ятника були присутні відомі 
історики, краєзнавці, письменники з Києва, Львова, ІЇвано- 
Франківська, а також із США. 


Тільки в Кредитовій Спілці Будучність 


50 Років Служба громаді 


Head Office 2280 Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M6S 1N9 (416) 763-6883 
www.buduchnist.com 
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made on 


redress for internment 


(UCFTS/UCCLA)—Representatives of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community, Andrew Hladyshevsky, 
Q.C., (president of the Ukrainian Canadian Founda- 
tion of Taras Shevchenko and chair of the Internment 
Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress), Dr. 
Lubomyr Y. Luciuk (Director of Research, Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association) and Alexandra 
Chyczij (amember of the Justice Committee of the UCC 
and a local constituent) met Aug. 23 with Jean Augus- 
tine, MP, Secretary of State for Multiculturalism and 
three senior members of the Departments of Canadian 
Heritage and Justice, to begin the process of resolving 
the community’s call for the recognition of Canada’s 
first national internment operations and their impact 
on Canadians of Ukrainian and other east European ori- 

ins. 
З During an hour-long meeting, the minister indicated 
a willingness to move the issue forward within her own 
Ministry, Canadian Heritage, and others, including 
Parks Canada, Veteran’s Affairs, Justice and other af- 
fected government departments, and to do so in the near 
future. 


Although the minister did not specify a time line, 
she did pledge to meet with key ministers in Septem- 
ber and to initiate consultations as soon as possible. 

Further meetings with the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity have been committed to and the minister reaf- 
firmed, in principle, her support for elements of Bill 
C-331, The Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act. She 
also indicated she would consult Inky Mark, MP (Dau- 
phin-Swan River), the author of the Bill. 

Following the meeting, Hladyshevsky said: “We were 
encouraged by the Minister’s understanding of the is- 
sues and her commitment to consultation and negotia- 
tion with the Ukrainian Canadian community. We fi- 
nally believe that this government will resolve our 
community’s requests in a timely and honourable fash- 
ion.” 

Over the past several months, discussions between 
the UCC and the UCCLA have resulted in the devel- 
opment of a consensus as to the community’s position 
on acknowledgement and redress. A final proposal from 
the Ukrainian Canadian community will be placed be- 
fore Minister Augustine in October 2002. 


Brantford celebrates 
independence with flag-raising 


(UCC Brantford)—The Brantford 
Ukrainian community celebrated 11 
years of Ukraine’s independence by 
raising the Ukrainian national flag 
at Brantford City Hall on Aug. 23. 

More than 50 people were in at- 
tendance, including Dave Levac 
MPP, Alderman Mike Hancock, and 


Father Zenon Didukh of the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church of St. John. 
Special guest was Jane Stewart, 
Minister of Human Resources and 
MP for Brant. Stewart is one of the 
members of the Justice Committee 
who will decide the fate of Wasyl 
Odynsky, a man who has been 
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Left to Right: Luba Pich, Lidia Skrypuch, Jane Stewart, and Dr. John 
Skrypuch, holding Hope’s War. 


Gangsters attack Ukrainian Embassy in Brazil 

(Volia)—A group of armed criminals attacked the Ukrainian Embassy 
in Brazil, Aug. 29. 

After breaking in, they penetrated the offices and, using their firearms, 
tried to rob the embassy. 

Risking their lives, employees of the Ukrainian Embassy blocked the 
entrance to the offices, called the police and tried to neutralize the attack- 
ers. Despite the attempt to seize the criminals, they managed to escape, 
Ukrainian News reports referring to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs . 

The Director of Protocol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil 
expressed his regrets for the incident. 


cleared of all crimes and deemed a 
“victim of the Nazis” by Judge 
McKay and yet still who may be 
deported. 

Dr. John Skrypuch, President of 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Brantford Branch, presented Stewart 
with a copy of his daughter-in-law’s 
novel, Hope’s War, which is about a 
teen whose Ukrainian bor grand- 
father has been unjustly accused of 
war crimes. Tucked inside the book 
were 62 individually signed post- 
cards addressed to Stewart, protest- 
ing the government’s policy on De- 
naturalization & Deportation. Under 
the current policy, naturalized Ca- 
nadians can be accused of crimes 
and stripped of their citizenship 
without ever being given a criminal 
trial first. 

Dr. Skrypuch thanked Stewart for 
her attendance at the flag raising cer- 
emony, and he also took the oppor- 
tunity to commend her for her record 
of honesty. “I trust you to do the 
right thing in the matter of Mr. 
Odynsky,” he told her. 


Vancouver celebrates 
independence during 
‘Tall Ships” Festival 


(UkrNews)—The Vancouver and area Ukrainian community celebrated 
independence two weeks early by combining it with the Richmond Tall 
Ships Festival. 

Ukrainian dance and choral groups performed before the general public 
on Aug. 11 as part of the “festival within a festival” concept. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress-BC Provincial Council operated a 
kiosk, selling Tryzub-decorated T-shirts and hats, including a "Магерупка" 
replica to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army (UPA). 

The Tall Ships festival was supposed to include the Ukrainian schooner 
Bat’kivshchyna, but the ship failed to show up. 

The schooner did not arrive for many reasons, explained UCC-BCPC 
President Myroslav Petriw. 

“First, they were a week late crossing the Panama Canal. After crossing 
the canal they were facing storms off the coast of Mexico. The crew, which 
is composed of local volunteers refused to sail into the teeth of these gales, 
leaving the Captain, Dmytro Biriukovich and his First Mate, Leonid to go 
it alone, to come to our festival.” 

The previous evening which was originally intended to be a reception 
for the captain, was a well-attended banquet at Ivan Franko Centre in 
Richmond. 

During the banquet Petriw delivered an address in which he focused on 
the heroics of the UPA. 

“The Ukrainian Insurgent Army is the undaunted force of the will of the 
Ukrainian nation. Without their effort, without their sacrifice, we would 
not have, today, an independent Ukraine,” he said. 

“There is a saying: “Nothing equals the power of an idea whose time 
has come.’ And so we came to witness unbelievable events. In 1991, the 
enemies of the Ukrainian nation proclaimed an independent Ukrainian 
State. This was the invisible undaunted spirit of the ageless Ukrainian 
nation that, as if in a dream, gently took our enemy by the hand and with 
that hand wrote the declaration of independence of Ukraine. ‘Nothing 
equals the power of an idea whose time has come.’ But without the his- 
torical foundation of armed resistance of the Ukrainian nation against all 
the invaders and plunderers of our land, the idea of independence of 
Ukraine would not have survived. The idea of independence would not 
have developed to that degree, that it becomes the idea whose time has 
finally come. 

“Without the struggle of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, Ukraine would 
not exist,” said Petriw. 
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By Marco Levytsky 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, Toronto Branch was robbed 
of $31,400 — the entire proceeds of 
it Independence Day celebrations in 
Oakville’s St. Volodymyr Cultural 
Centre, Aug. 25. 

Between 5:55 pm and 6:15 pm 
that day, somebody broke the win- 
dow of UCC Toronto Executive Di- 
rector Mary Lopata’s green 1992 
Dodge Colt hatchback and stole the 
proceeds. 

In a press statement issued Aug. 
29, the UCC says it is obvious she 
had been observed locking the pro- 
ceeds in the car. 

The UCC has offered a reward of 
$1,000 for any information that 
could lead to the arrest of the 
perpetrator(s). 

The car was parked in a southeast 
row near the circle of the main build- 
ing. Nearby were people selling rib- 
bons as well as an ambulance. 

The UCC pointed out that the 
day’s proceeds fund its work for a 
year. Now they can’t even pay for 
the rent of the facilities, the perform- 
ers, nor all the other expenses asso- 
ciated with the celebration. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the UCC at 416-323-4772 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

Over 4,000 people attended the 
event, of which at least 3,000 con- 
stituted paid attendance. Performers 
and children were let in free. 

Guest speaker Volodymyr 
Yavorivsky lambasted the presiden- 
tial administration and the powers 
that rule Ukraine in his address. 

Yavorivsky said we have to dis- 
tinguish between the concept of 
Ukraine as the Fatherland "Ваїкіу- 
shchyna”) and Ukraine as a state. 
The Fatherland is a symbol — in fact 
a holy one, he explained, but the 
State is a structure ruled by anti- 
Ukrainian elements who plunder its 
resources. 

All they are doing is using the 
state to make money and then hid- 
ing it abroad, he told Ukrainian 
News in a subsequent telephone in- 
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UCC Toronto robbed 
at Independence Day 


Guest speaker Yavorivsky blasts ruling powers 


Volodymyr Yavorivsky speaks. 


terview. 

Yavorivsky said the current rul- 
ers have even put Ukraine under the 
unofficial dictatorship of Russia. 

He said what the Diaspora can do 
to help is with educational projects 
to provide books and used comput- 
ers for schools. 

He also suggested a plan under 
which specific regions of Canada 
would take on specific regions of 
Ukraine and help them. Yavorivsky 
also spoke in Hamilton and 
Monireal during his visit. 

At the Toronto celebration he was 
introduced by Luba Zaraska, Vice- 
President of the UCC, Toronto 
Branch UCC Toronto President 
Markian Shwec made the opening 
remarks and Ihor Bodnar, acting 
Consul General of Ukraine in 
Toronto brought greetings from the 
Government of Ukraine. 

Master of Ceremonies was 
Zoriana Onichtchouk, announcer for 
the daily Ukrainian Radio Program 
‘Song of Ukraine’. 

Performers included: ‘Ukraina’ 
Dance Ensemble, musical directors 


L. & V. Movtchan; ‘Vesnianka’ 
Dance Ensemble - ODUM, musical 
directors O. Stadnyk & M. 
Baldecky; “Prolisok’ youth en- 
semble, Ukrainian Youth Assoc. of 
Toronto, cond. М. Chulkoy- 
Kravchenko, accomp. N. Verbenko; 
‘Prometheus’ men’s choir & 
‘Dibrova’ women’s choir, Ukrainian 
Youth Assoc. of Toronto, , cond. M. 
Chulkoy-Kravchenko, accomp. I. 
Sotska; the Men’s Choir of the 
Toronto Branch of the Brotherhood 
of Veterans of the 1st Division of the 
UNA, cond. Z. Lawryshyn, accomp. 
Y. Krechkovsky; Yaryna Zavadska, 
theatrical artist; ‘Lvivsky Muzyky’ 
contemporary musical ensemble; 
musicians Oleh Buncha and Taras 
Kurchyk 

The program was preceded by an 
Ecumenical Service co-celebrated 
by Ukrainian Catholic Bishop 
Comelius, and Ukrainian orthodox 
Archbishop Yurij, and concelebrated 
by members of the clergy, accom- 
panied by the choir of Protection of 
the Mother of God Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Church, cond. Z. Lawryshyn. 


Secretary of State for Multiculturalism and the Status of Women Jean 
Augustine giving Markian Shwec а hramota on the occasion of the Ith 
anniversary of the Independence of Ukraine. 
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The wicked temptress, Vasylyna, surrounded by her demons, 


Tryzub’s “Awakenings” 


simply sensational 


Review by Mykhaylo Doschak, 
Special for Ukrainian News 

Have you ever seen a show you can’t get 
out of your mind for days? Well such is the 
latest production “Awakenings” from the 
Tryzub Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of 
Calgary. Simply sensational! What the Tryzub 
dancers with their Artistic Director Serguei 
Makarov have achieved has ‘awakened’ a true 
dance company, with a product that defies 
what a small company from the Prairies of 
Canada could possibly achieve — but they 
have! The storyline, original musical score 
and especially the acting was superb — it just 
choked you to the verge of tears. The dancing 
by the company is so incredibly clean, this 
will always be Makaroy’s trademark — and 
legacy for years to come. 

“Awakenings” is a love story, a magical tale 
in which a maiden sculpted from ice is brought 
to life through the power of one man’s love. 
But there is no Hollywood happy ending here. 
This is a tragic tale, more like real life. For 
even with true love, if it is forsaken, the mo- 
ment can become so fragile ... and all that re- 
mains are memories. Enter the wicked tempt- 
ress, Vasylyna, strikingly beautiful in her own 
right, and surrounded by pitiful demons sym- 
bolizing the souls she has won before and who 
now cater to her every whim for affection. 
With her need to possess new love, she suc- 
ceeds in luring our hero Andriy to the ‘dark 
side’ of emotion. And thus our snow maiden, 
brought to life through emotion, returns to ice 
after that love has left her. And like that frag- 
ile moment the first half of the concert is over, 
leaving you longing for more, but to no end. 
The second half of the concert features a num- 
ber of repertoire items, wonderfully crafted 
into suites, exploring Ukrainian traditions and 
themes, with new and exciting ideas on stage 
presentation. The costuming is absolutely ex- 
quisite, and one has rarely seen such balance 
in variety on stage in one production. 

This is like no show you’ve seen from a 
Western dance company before, It has this 
magical mix of Kyivan choreographic intri- 
cacy and theatrical freshness. This sophisti- 
cation comes as no surprise, as ballet master 
Makarov is in fact an 18-year veteran of the 
famed ‘State Dance Company of Pavlo 


Virsky’, and toured with them as a principal 
dancer and merited artist of Ukraine. He first 
came tc Canada at the invitation of 
Vancouver’s Lecia Polujan (of “My Mother’s 
Village” fame) and joined Tryzub in 2000, 

“Awakenings” clearly shows just how far 
Ukrainian folk ballet has evolved in this coun- 
try — it is an art form that by now has be- 
come an integral part of the mainstream Ca- 
nadian culture. 

Tryzub’s “Awakenings” played for four 
nights in Calgary, and is currently on tour 
across Western Canada. Stops include Medi- 
cine Hat, Lethbridge, Red Deer, Lloydminster, 
Saskatoon, Vernon, Kelowna, Edmonton (St. 
Albert), Regina, New Westminster, Victoria 
and Nanaimo. Also appearing with them will 
be guest performers. These include the Zoloti 
Trio from Calgary, the Junior Tryzub, also 
from Calgary and the Verkhovyna Choir from 
Edmonton. This is a show you should seri- 
ously try to see, urge your children, parents, 
grandparents, friends. This product is as im- 
pressive as they get, from a group of young 
dancers with as much heart as you can find. 
All this from the creative genius of Makarov, 
a man who insists his dancers flow on stage 
7... like champagne from a freshly opened 
bottle’. 


Andriy with the Snow Maiden. 


Scene from the Hopak. 


Verbychenko (Little Weeping Willow) 


Experience 
the 


“Tryzub! 


Medicine Hat 

September 14, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
Medicine Har College Theaure 
The Eye Glass Factory : 528 - 8899 


Edmonton 
October 26, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
October 27, 2002. 7:00 p.m. 


Arden Theatre, St Albert 
TicketMaster : 451 - 8000 
wonw.ticketmaster.ca 


Lethbridge 

September 15, 2002. 7:00 p.m. 
Yates Memonial Centre 

Ticket Centre : 329 - 7328 


Regina 5 

November 3, 2002. 7:00 p.m. 
Saskarchewan С; for the Arts 
з, fi 5 - 9999 
1-800 - 667 - 8497 


“Danes and Viruses Subject to Change. 


Red Deer 

September 21, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
Red Deer College Ars Centre 
TicketMaster : 340 - 4455 
умулу tickermaster.ca 


New Westminster 

November 8, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
Massey Theatre 

TicketMaster : 604 - 280 - 4444 
www. tickermaster.ca 


Lloydminster 

September 28, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
Vic Juba Theatre 

Ticket Centre : 872 - 7400 


Victoria 

November 9, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
Royal Theatre 

The McPherson Box office or usual 
outers 

Or charge by phone : 250 - 386 - 
6121 

1 - 888 - 717-6121 


2002 Tour Dates 


Saskatoon 

Seprember 29, 2002. 7:00 p.m. 
Centennial Audicortum 
Select-a-Seat: 938 - 7800 

1 - 800 - 970 - 7328 
woww.saskcent.com 


Nanaimo 

November 10, 2002. 7:00 p.m. 
The Port Theatre 

Port Theatre Ticker Centre 

250 - 754 - 8550 


Vernon 

October 19, 2002. 8:00 p.m. 
Vernon and District Performing 
Arts Centre 

The Ticker Seller : 549 - 7469 
woww.tickersellec.ca 


Kelowna 

October 20, 2002. 7:00 p.m. 
Kelowna Community Theare 
TicketMaster : (250) 860 - 7416 
www. ticketmaster.ca 
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СОЮЗ УКРАЇНЦІВ САМОСТІЙНИКІВ 
В АЛЬБЕРТІ 


Bruce Prytuluk 
Alexandra Hohol 
Nadine Hymanyk 


David Makowsky 
Eugene Harasymiw 
Theodore Hawrysh 
Wasyl Swityk 
Nestor Chumer 


John Klimchuk 
Joanna Krupicz 
Nadia Ussyk 
Larissa Opyr 
Oksana Ensslen 


Joseph Husak YK 
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Brotherhood 


Братство 


Українців 
Католиків 


Едмонтонської Єпархії 
Edmonton Eparchy 


Вітає всіх українців Канади, 
діяспориї мешканців Української 
Держави з Днем Річниці 
Незалежности України 


Йосип Синишин, голова 
Маркіян Ковалюк, секретар 


о. Сергій Гарагуц, 
духовний дорадник 


Ukrainian Меме/Українські Вісті, September 4 - 17, 2002, 4 - 17 вересня, 2002 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Генеральний прокурор України Святослав 
Піскун обговорив із депутатами німецького парла-- 
менту, які перебували у Києві, проблеми неле-- 
гальної міграції. Як повідомили вітчизняні ЗМІ, 
йшлося як про громадян України, які шукають 
заробітку у державах Європейського Союзу, так 
і про мігрантів із країн "третього світу", які 
незаконно потрапляють до ЄС через західну 
ділянку українського держкордону. Це вже не 
перша зустріч українських правоохоронців із 
Західними чиновниками, але поки що протидіяти 
нелегальній міграції складно. Наша кореспон- 
дентка Богдана Костюк нещодавно - як туристка 
- відвідала австрійську столицю Відень, де 
натрапила на українських "роботяг": 

Кремезні мовчазні чоловіки тягають важкі 
мішки з якимись будівельними матеріалами, 
лаштують драбини до стін розкішного оперного 
театру - справжньої архітектурної перлини, що 
знаходиться у центрі Відня, недалеко від Хофбургу 
- королівського палацу. Донині Відень зберіг 
розкішні квартали, палаци й парки з чудовими 
фонтанами доби Габсбургів, епохи Австро- 
Угорської імперії - але час залишає свої відбитки 
на стінах цих монументальних, але таких елегант-- 
них споруд. Їх треба ремонтувати, а подеколи - 
повністю міняти зсередини, залишаючи лише 
парадний фасад. Найчастіше ці важкі і досить 
складні роботи виконують під керівництвом 
австрійського бригадира так звані "чорноробочі": 
заробітчани з України, Румунії або Сербії. 
Віденську оперу "омолоджують" українці - ті 
самі кремезні чоловіки, які підіймають важкі 
мішки. 


раїнці у Шенгенській зоні 


По понеділках бригадир розписує план робіт 
на тиждень і роз'яснює кожному його завдання. 
Українська бригада категорично відмовляється 
від інтерв'ю, і не менш категорично заявляє, 
що нічого нікому у мікрофон не скаже, навіть 
своїх імен не назве. Тільки коли я ховаю 
диктофон до кишені, чоловіки пояснюють, що 
бояться потрапити "на олівець" комусь із кримі- 
нальних авторитетів з СНД, які намагаються 
контролювати ринок нелегальної праці у Відні. 
Мої ж нові знайомі приїхали з Прикарпаття, 
Тернопільщини й Полтавщини. На моє запитання, 
яким чином потрапили до Австрії, як отримали 
шенгенську візу, відповідають коротко: "Для цього 
існують спеціальні люди". Судячи з усього, до 
категорії "спеціальних людей" належать праців- 
ники окремих туристичних фірм, або цілі турфір- 
ми, плює скорумповані працівники паспортних 
столів чи районних управлінь МВС, і цей список 
можна продовжувати. 

Єдине питання, на яке я отримала відповідь, 
стосувалося вигоди від такої справді чорної праці 
у центрі красивого, доглянутого міста. Так, навіть 
така праця за кордоном, з усіма її ризиками, 
вигідна. Вигідна, тому що дає змогу по поверненні 
додому нормально жити й утримувати родину. 
Тому що дозволяє виживати за умов відсутності 
оплачуваної праці на батьківщині. Тому що, 
врешті-решт, за усіх обставин це - досвід і 
можливість познайомитися з життям інших 
народів. Коли прощались, один із заробітчан 
тихенько мовив: "Я повернусь додому - і виро- 
щуватиму квіти, щоб ними прикрашати підвіконня 
будинків, вуличні ліхтарі, ганки. Це ж так краси- 
во! Може, серед такої краси і ми житимемо краще." 


Українці Північної Америки негативно реагують 
на декрет про відзначення Переяславської угоди 


Юрій Дулерайн, Радіо Свобода 

Наукове Товариство імені Шевченка у Сполу- 
чених Штатах i Канаді опублікувало заяву 3 
приводу декрету за підписом президента Леоніда 
Кучми "Про відзначення 350-ої річниці Пере- 
яславської козацької ради 1654 року". У заяві 
говориться, що Переяславська угода була сумною 
подією української історії, що вона призвела до 
поневолення України, і що цю подію треба не 
святкувати, а вивчати й аналізувати. Біль 1 
трагедію Переяслава відобразив Тарас Шевченко 
у поемі "Розрита могила". Наукове товариство 
імені Шевченка вирішило оголосити конкурс на 
створення монографії про наслідки Пере- 
яславської УГОДИ. 

Історик Роман Шпорлюк, директор Українсь- 
кого інституту Гарвардського університету в 
розмові з вашим репортером сказав, що на його 
думку, події типу Переяславської угоди треба 
вивчати, а не відзначати на державному рівні як 
якийсь ювілей. За його словами, подібне 
святкування - це непорозуміння якесь. В жодній 
країні не святкують річниць міждержавних угод. 
Разом з тим, професор Шпорлюк підкреслив, 
що Український інститут Гарварду не робив 
жодних заяв із приводу президентського декрету. 

На думку вченого, якщо вже відзначати Пере- 
яславську угоду, то не її саму, а наслідки, такі, 
наприклад, події, як публікація так званого 
Емського указу про заборону української мови 
в Російській Імперії, або зруйнування Запорізької 


З радісною 


та всі Вірні 


ОДИНАДЦЯТОЮ РІЧНИЦЕЮ 
Незалежності Української Держави 
Божих ласк, відданості і творчих успіхів 


всьому українському народові бажають 


єп. Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 
Духовенство, Монашество, Сестри Служебниці 


Української Католицької Едмонтонської Єпархії 


Січі, або заслання Шевченка. Якби не Пере- 
яславська угода, яка зробила Україну частиною 
Російської імперії, українці не воювали б проти 
Японії 1905-го року або проти Фінляндії 1940- 
го року. Чому б не відзначати й цих дат, каже 
вчений. 

Якщо вже Києву кортить святкувати зв'язки з 
Росією, то гарвардський історик пропонує у 2004- 
му році влаштувати урочистості з приводу 
півстолітнього ювілею добровільного возз'єднання 
Криму з Україною. Того самого 1954 року, коли 


"в СРСР відзначали 300-річчя Переяславської 


угоди, Кримський обласний комітет КПРС i 
облвиконком звернулися до Москви з проханням 
приєднати чи возз'єднати Крим з Україною з 
огляду на віковічні тісні зв'язки. Чим не привід 
для святкування? - запитує професор Шпорлюк. 
Ї вже серйозно пропонує відзначити наступного 
року 70-річчя Великого голоду 1933-го. То був 
рік національної трагедії, коли сталінський уряд 
нищив за допомогою штучно викликаного голоду 
мільйони селян - найкращу, найпродуктивнішу 
верству українського народу. Наслідки цієї події 
досі даються взнаки в Україні, вважає історик. 
До речі, варто зазначити, що на розгляд Палати 
представників американського Конгресу подано 
законопроект про спорудження у Вашингтоні 
меморіалу, який мав би увічнити пам'ять про 
Великий голод в Україні. Невідомо поки що, чи 
відзначатимуть у Києві 70-у річницю i чи буде 
споруджено там подібний пам'ятник. 


Черномирдін: В Україні може 
бути дві державні мови 


(Кореспондент лпег)- - Посол Росії в Україні Віктор Черномирдін 
вважає за можливе введення в Україні другої державної мови - 
російської. Про це він заявив у понеділок, 2 вересня. У День 
знань посол провів для учнів старших класів однієї з київських 
гімназій відкритий урок, присвячений проблемам відносин Росії 
й України, передає "Інтерфакс- Україна". 

Віктор Черномирдін відзначив, що проведені в 2002 році в 
межах року України в Росії заходи дозволили народам двох 
країн краще пізнати один одного. При цьому він висловив надію, 
що 2003 рік в Україні буде оголошено роком Росії. 

Говорячи про проблему російської мови в Україні, дипломат 
заявив, що "потрібно уникнути принизливих проблем, коли люди 
не можуть розмовляти на своїй рідній мові, зокрема російській". 

Віктор Черномирдін подарував гімназії 24-томну дитячу 
енциклопедію, видану російським видавництвом "Аванте". 

У гімназії 6178 навчання ведеться російською мовою. 
Нещодавно цьому навчальному закладу виповнилося 40 років. У 
межах року Росії в Україні гімназія уклала договори про 
співробітництво з двома московськими школами, що передбачає 
обмін учнями і викладачами, а також ряд спільних заходів. 
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Did Ukrainian death squads 
commit political murders? 


By Taras Kuzio 

The Kyiv newspaper “Segodnya,” owned 
by Tax Administration and Donbas clan head 
Mykola Azarov, published a sensational re- 
port on Aug. 1 claiming that death squads have 
existed in Ukraine since 1996. The new Ukrai- 
nian prosecutor-general, Svyatoslav Piskun 
and Interior Ministry State Secretary 
Oleksandr Gapon subsequently confirmed 
that at least one such squad exists. 

Gapon said the death squad is composed of 
nine members and includes the former head 
of Kyiv city’s Interior Ministry directorate for 
the struggle against organized crime and an- 
other Interior Ministry colonel. The remain- 
ing members were former criminals. Accord- 
ing to Gapon, all members of the squad are 
now in custody. The death squad is accused 
of undertaking 10 murders. 

According to later official information, 
similar death squads also existed in Odesa and 
Lviv. Nine former Interior Ministry militia- 
men are soon to go on trial in Kharkiv ac- 
cused of belonging to a death squad that op- 
erated in that city and the Donbas. The squad 
is accused of committing eight murders with 
their own service weapons. The Prosecutor- 
General’s Office is investigating another 330 
Interior Ministry personnel for a range of of- 
fenses. 

According to Gapon, an investigation into 
the activities of death squads began in 2000 
but the material that was collected was only 
handed to the Prosecutor-General’s Office this 
year. In 2000, the head of the Kyiv Interior 
Ministry department, Yuriy Smyrnoy, hinted 
that one such death squad existed. In May 
2001, then-Prosecutor-General Mykhaylo 
Potebenko claimed that a Kyiv organized 
crime boss had told his office that two of his 
gang had taken a Georgian, who they said may 
have been Heorhiy Gongadze, to a forest near 
Kyiv on Sept. 16, 2000 because he owed them 
money. 

There are two likely reasons why the exist- 
ence of death squads is being revealed now. 
First, Prosecutor-General Piskun may have 
been instructed to clean up President Leonid 
Kuchma’s image at home and abroad by find- 
ing a scapegoat for Gongadze’s murder. Pin- 
ning the blame for Gongadze’s death on or- 
ganized crime would deflect attention away 
from the more plausible culprits in the higher 
echelons of Ukrainian politics. 

Second, when the Interior Ministry and 
prosecutor-general initially claimed that or- 
ganized crime was behind the death of 
Gongadze they were ridiculed, especially af- 
ter the two gangsters (“Cyclops” and 
“Matros”) who are supposed to have abducted 
Gongadze produced an alibi saying they were 
participating in a wedding at the time of the 
crime, one of them as the groom. Neither of 
the two men are alive today. Gongadze was 
followed by unmarked cars for months prior 
to his abduction. When he reported their li- 
cense plates to the police he was told they 
were police vehicles. 


Other journalists and opposition leaders 
were subjected to similar harassment and 
some died under suspicious circumstances. 
Since 1997 there have been at least eight sus- 
picious car accidents involving large KamAZ 
trucks. The most suspicious of these was that 
in which Rukh leader Vyacheslav Chornovil 
was killed in March 1999. In October of that 
year, two opposition deputies, Hrihoriy 
Omelchenko and Anatoliy Yermak, a former 
Security Service (SBU) officer, were shown 
a videocassette by Yevhen Marchuk, then an 
anti-Kuchma presidential candidate who was 
trying to woo national-democratic voters. The 
video included an interview with a colonel of 
the special-purpose MVS unit “Orly” (Eagles) 
who described the purpose of his unit as deal- 
ing with individuals on behalf of the authori- 
ties and admitted that the “Orly” were behind 
Chornovil’s murder. The “Orly” colonel said 
he was ready to give evidence if his safety 
was assured. 

Were the “Orly” the same as the death 
squads that the authorities now admit have 
existed since 1996? It is difficult to believe 
that death squads — which the authorities now 
admit included high-ranking Interior Minis- 
try officers who used official cars and weap- 
ons — would go unnoticed by the National 
Security and Defense Council (RNBO), the 
SBU and even President Kuchma for seven 
years. 

The tape recordings made illicitly in 
Kuchma’s office by his security guard Mykola 
Melnychenko led to the “Kuchmagate” crisis 
of November 2000 and reawakened interest 
in the evidence of malpractice in Chornovil’s 
death. A fragment on the Melnychenko tapes 
includes a conversation between Kuchma and 
then-Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko in 
which Kravchenko gloated about the exist- 
ence of his “Orly” unit. “I have such a unit 
who have their own methods and have no mo- 
rality or anything. So, God help anybody,” 
Kravchenko was recorded as saying. 
Vyacheslav Chormovil’s son, Taras Chornovil, 
a member of Viktor Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine, is convinced that the “Orly” were 
behind his father’s “accident” and Gongadze’s 
abduction, as are many other members of the 
Opposition. 

It may be significant that the existence of 
officially sanctioned death squads in Ukraine 
was confirmed only after Belarusian President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka admitted in October 
2001 the existence in Belarus of a special unit 
named “Zubr” drawn from the Presidential 
Protective Service. The first unconfirmed re- 
ports of Zubr’s existence surfaced one year 
earlier, in November 2000. Although 
Lukashenka insists that “Zubr” only targeted 
criminals, it is believed to have also murdered 
leading opposition figures and a Russian tele- 
vision cameraman. 


Dr. Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow at the 
Centre for Russian and East European stud- 
ies, University of Toronto. 


Piskun wants Tymoshenko’s 
immunity stripped 


(RFE/RL)—The newly appointed Ukrai- 
nian prosecutor-general, Svyatoslav Piskun, 
sent a letter to parliament on Aug. 21 asking 
that body to strip Deputy Yuliya Tymoshenko 
of her parliamentary immunity in connection 
with an ongoing investigation of her activi- 
ties as the former head of the Unified Energy 
Systems of Ukraine. According to the 
“Ukrainska Pravda” website (http:// 
www.pravda.com) of Aug. 22, the charges 
against Tymoshenko, the leader of the oppo- 
sition Bloc of Yuliya Tymoshenko, include: 

* Large-scale fraud, which deprived the 
government of 2.271 billion hryvnia (US$413 
million) 

* Payment of a bribe to former Prime Min- 


ister Pavlo Lazarenko in the sum of $162 mil- 
lion. 

* Fraudulent use of a company credit card 
issued by Somali Enterprises totaling 
$908,000. 

* Abuse of her official position when she 
was deputy premier from 1999 to 2001. 

* Payment of a bribe of $14,000 to Russian 
Defense Ministry officials. 

Tymoshenko denies all of the charges, 
claiming that they are part of an ongoing ef- 
fort to discredit her as the leader of a large 
opposition party. Viktor Yushchenko and 
Oleksander Moroz, the leaders of other op- 
position groups, have said that their blocs will 
vote against depriving Tymoshenko of her 
parliamentary immunity from prosecution. 
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Over half of Ukrainians sure their 
country still has no independence 


(Ukrayinska Pravda/Interfax-Ukraine)— 
Over a half of Ukrainians (56.3%) do not think 
Ukraine has become independent over the past 
11 years. 

Only 17.1% of citizens consider the Inde- 
pendence Day as “really great holiday”. That 
goes from a public poll held by the Ukrainian 
Razumkov Economic and Political Research 
Centre in all Ukrainian regions Aug, 7-16. 

A total of 9.4% of respondents do not like 
the holiday and believe this day should be a 
working one. 

For 35.2% of pollees the Day of Ukraine’s 
Independence is “an ordinary official holi- 
day”. Almost the same number of respondents 
(35.1%) said this day is not a holiday, but a 
usual day off. 3.2% of Ukrainians failed to 
answer the question. 

At the same time, in the West of the coun- 
try 40.3% of pollees called the Independence 
Day a great holiday, in the East — 10%, in 
the centre — 13.3%, in the South — 12.3%. 

About 3.7% of Ukrainians in the West of 
the country do not consider this day а holi- 


day, 8.3% — in the centre, 11.3% — in the 
South, 12.8% — in the East. 

56.3% of respondents believe Ukraine is not 
really independent now, 32.4% are sure it is, 
11.3% are uncertain. 

A total of 2,004 Ukrainians under 18 have 
been interviewed, sampling error being 2.3%. 

The same poll found that if a referendum 
on Ukraine’s independence were held today 
almost a half of Ukrainians (48.4%) would 
vote for independence, about a third (33.9%) 
— against, 17.3% would abstain. 

A total of 47.6% of respondents said 11 
years ago they supported Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence, 11.6% said they voted against it, 28.8% 
did not vote at all. 

At the same time, according to the poll, 
40.9% of the pollees who voted for the inde- 
pendence 11 years ago said today they would 
make the same choice, the same number 
(40.9%) noted they would not, 18.2% would 
fail to take part in today’s referendum. 

A total of 2,004 Ukrainians aged below 18 
were interviewed, the sampling error being 
2.3%. 


Rada commission seeks 
Kuchma’s indictment 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada’s ad hoc 
commission for investigating the disappear- 
ance of Heorhiy Gongadze has decided to 
address а request to the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office to instigate criminal proceedings 
against President Leonid Kuchma and other 
current and former top officials over the kid- 
napping of the journalist, UNIAN reported on 
Sept. 3, quoting lawmaker Hryhoriy 
Omelchenko, the chairman of the commis- 
sion. 

“There is sufficient evidence indicating that 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, 
Verkhovna Rada head Volodymyr Lytvyn, 
former Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko, 
and lawmaker Leonid Derkach were collabo- 
rators in crime as organizers of the kidnap- 
ping of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze,” 
Omelchenko said. Meanwhile, police have 
arrested Serhiy Obozov, the prosecutor of 


INNOVATIVE MEDICATIONS 
GAVE ME THE IMPOSSIBLE — 
MORE TIME.” 


Tarashcha Raion where Gongadze’s decapi- 
tated body was found nearly two years ago. 
“Obozov is not the last official to be arrested 
in the [Gongadze] case,” Prosecutor-General 
Svyatoslav Piskun told journalists on Sept. 3. 
He did not comment on the charges against 
Obozov. 


Gongadze body finally 
identified 


(RFE/RL)—Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav 
Piskun told journalists on Sept. 3 that foren- 
sic and medical experts have officially estab- 
lished that the headless body stored for al- 
most two years in Kyiv is that of journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze who disappeared in Sep- 
tember 2000, UNIAN reported. Piskun added 
that Gongadze’s family will finally be able to 
bury him. 


By approving medications in a timely fashion, 
we'll improve the lives of all Canadians. 


When it comes to new innovative medications, timing is everything. But compared to other 
developed countries, Canada’s regulatory system is one of the slowest to approve new 
medications. And for the Canadians who could benefit from these potential life-saving drugs, 
they're often left waiting. All the while knowing that these innovative medications are available 
somewhere else, benefiting someone else. Canadians also need timely access to new medications. 
And to get that, we need to fight for swift approval times. To find out more, visit our web site at 


(вер) 


(Canadas Research-Based Pharmaceutical Companies 


Research makes us better 


www.canadapharma.org 
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Fraser Milner Casgrain 
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OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE - MAYERTHORPE 
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2. prearranged funeral plang 
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Відзначення Незалежности 
України Генеральним 
Консулятом Сіднею 


Марічка Галабурда-Чигрин 

У вівторок 27-го серпня 2002 року, в обідню 
пору відбулося відзначення 11- тої річниці Неза- 
лежности України - Прийняття Дипломатичного 
Корпусу, влаштованого Генеральним Консуль- 
ством України в Сіднеї, в Парляменті Нового 
Південного Велсу. 

При вході до Парляменту гордо повівав наш 
вільний український тризуб сокіл й синьо-жовтий 
прапор України... Це справило на мені приємне 
враження... 

Було присутніх 120 дипломатів, штатних 
парляментаристів, голів та представників україн- 
ських суспільно громадських організацій й наших 
Церков з Сіднею, Канбери, Нюкастлю. 

Генеральний Консул України, пан Василь 
Корзаченко вітав при вході до залі гостей. 

Присутніми були багато консульств: - Поль- 


щі, Литви, Кореї, Вєтнаму, Китаю, Естонії, 
Латвії, Австрії, Хорватії, Голяндії, Болгарії, 
Швайцарії, Домініканської Республіки, Їндії, 


Уганди, Гондурасу, США та інших - з 30-ти 
країн світу. 

З Мельбурну приїхав голова Союзу Українських 
Організацій Австралії пан Стефан Романів, голова 
Громади Вікторії - пан Юрко Федишин. Був 
присутнім Голова Світового Конгресу Українців 
дор Аскольд Лозинський з Ню Йорку. 

Генеральний консул України В. Корзаченко, в 
свойому слові зазначив, що всі зібралися, щоб 
відзначити 11-ту річницю проголошення незалеж-- 
ності України 24-го серпня 1991. Говорив доброю 
англійською мовою, згадав про вікову боротьбу 
українського народу за свою незалежність. 
Державу Україна визнали 160 держав світу, як 
потужну в майбутньому економічну силу та 
надійного партнера в забезпеченні стабільности 
в Европі. Він зазначив, що ми горді Україною, 
яка зайняла своє заслужене місце в колі вільних 
народів світу. 

Спікер Парляменту HIIB Джон Марі - John 
Мштау привітав всіх гостей, навіть з далекого 
Ню Йорку. Він згадував рідкісність такої події, 
як прийняття в День Незалежности України в 
Парляменті НІВ. Він сказав, що Україна має в 
Австралії гідного свого представника в особі 
пана Корзаченка, з яким він і подорожував по 


Новій Південній Валії та який є добрим його 
другом. 

Д-р Аскольд Лозинський у свойому слові (він 

же прекрасний промовець!) наголосив на тому, 
що ми, українці в світі горді за наших політиків, 
які 24.38.1991 року проголосили Незалежність 
України, ми горді за наш народ, який 1.12. того 
ж року підчас референдуму підтримав ідею 
незалежності в масовому одобрені проголошення 
і врешті ми святкуємо чи радше відзначаємо 
тих, які в ці роки Незалежності працюють для 
України й утвердження її незалежности. Він 
згадав, що поза межами України, (він назвав 
ряд держав, колишніх республік СССР й східньої 
Европи і західнього світу) велика українська 
спільнота - до 20 міліонів, відзначає цей ювілей 
урочисто. Вказав на те, що Україна має свої 
представництва в світі, в Об'єднаних Націях (Рада 
Безпеки) в Европейському Парляменті. 
Двома тостами - за Президента України (підніс 
спікер Парляменту Джон Марі) та за Королеву 
Австралії - Коменвелту (підніс Ген. консул 
Корзаченко) закінчено офіційну програму - а 
присутніх гостили перекускою, австралійським 
вином й іншими напитками. Гості Генераль- 
ного Консульства України розмовляли між собою 
1 з представниками різних консульств. Я мала 
довшу, цікаву розмову з консулем Польщі. 

Українці по всіх містах Австралії відзначили 
величними концертами 11-ту річницю 
незалежности України. В Мельбурні було біля 
700 присутніх на залі. В святкуваннях там взяли 
участь д-р А. Лозинський, який в понеділок 
26.8. відбув кілька зустрічей з австралійськими 
політиками й представниками австралійського 
уряду в Парляменті в Канбері, які надіємося 
дадуть плідні наслідки не тільки для нашої 
спільноти, але й для України. 

Д-р А. Лозинський заявив мені, що ставиться 
до української діяспори в Австралії з великою 
пошаною й подивом, що за дещо понад 50 років 
зробили велике діло для України, пропагуючи 
на цьому континенті добре ім'я України. А тепер 
робимо це разом з представниками Генерального 
Консульства України! 

Хай довго на цьому п'ятому континенті повіває 


о 


наш тризуб сокіл й синьо-жовтий прапор! 


Семеро з десяти українців готові морально 
допомогти Кучмі спакувати валізи 


(Українська правда)Більшість українців готові 
підтримати президента Кучму у рішенні 
добровільно подати у відставку. Про це 
повідомили 71,7% громадян, засвідчує опитування 
Центру Разумкова, проведене 7-16 серпня серед 
2004 респондентів (похибка 2,395). 

Не підтримали б цей крок Леоніда Кучми у 
випадку ухвалення ним такого рішення 13,4%, 
важко відповісти на дане питання 14990. 

Найбільше прихильників цієї ідеї на Заході 
України - 83,7%, найменше - на Півдні (62,39). 
Водночас інше питання - про підтримку 
дострокового відсторонення від влади (імпічменту) 
президента Кучми - знайшло менше число 
прихильників. Цю ідею поділяють 52,4% 
українців, негативне ставлення вона викликає у 
28,990. 

Про рішення "четвірки" опозиційних партій 
провести у вересні масові акції протесту з вимо- 
гою відставки Кучми чули лише 35% громадян. 
Як випливає з результатів соцдослідження, взяти 
участь у "законних акціях протесту з вимогою 
відставки президента у своєму населеному пункті" 


готові 21,296. Приїхати до Києва за власний 
рахунок готові 5,196. У випадку ж, якщо опозиція 
компенсуватиме витрати на проїзд, харчування і 
проживання, долучитись до протестуючих у Києві 
хочуть 13,290. 

Центр Разумкова також визначив ставлення 
людей до інформації про дії опозиції, яку поширю- 
ють загальнодержавні телеканали. Довіряють цій 
інформації 20,4% українців, не довіряють - 58,8%. 

Також переважна більшість українців вважають, 
що наступні президентські вибори будуть недемок- 
ратичними. У цьому впевнені 519о громадян, у 
демократичність вірять 21,2% українців, важко 
відповісти на це питання 27,8%. 

Згідно з даними опитування, лише кожний 
десятий виступає за внесення змін до законодав- 
ства, які б дозволили обрання президентом Укра- 
їни на третій термін поспіль. При цьому ще 
менше число тих, хто позитивно поставився б 
до ідеї ще одного балотування Леоніда Кучми. 
Таких 8,696. Водночас 71,8% негативно ставляться 
до висунення Кучми на законних підставах на 
наступних президентських виборах. 


У справі Гонгадзе Генпрокуратура затримала 
прокурора Таращанського району 


(ForUm)—Teunpoxypatypa України арештувала 
прокурора Таращанського району Київської 
області Сергія Обозова у справі про вбивство 
журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе. Про це повідомив 
у п'ятницю заступник генерального прокурора 
Віктор Шокін. Він не уточнив подробиці арешту 
й обвинувачення, що висуваються прокурору, 
сказавши тільки, що затримання відбулося 29- 


го серпня. 
Як нагадує «ЇІнтерфакс-Україна», саме на 
території Таращанського району Київської області 
через деякий час після зникнення у Києві 16 
вересня 2000 року журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе 
було знайдено обезголовлене тіло, яке пізніше 
за висновками деяких судмедекспертиз було 
ідентифіковане як тіло журналіста. 
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Alberta matriarch was ‘pure class’ 


Myrosia Decore “Rock of Gibraltar’ to influential family 


By Chris Purdy, Journal Staff Writer 
Edmonton Journal, Saturday, August 31, 2002 

Funeral services will be held this morning for 
Myrosia Decore, the matriarch of one of Alberta’s most 
prominent families. 

Mrs. Decore died in her sleep Wednesday (Aug. 28), 
at age 86. 

She was the mother of former Liberal leader and 
Edmonton mayor Laurence Decore and widow of 
former MP and judge John Decore. 

“She was a rock of Gibraltar to the family,” said Alex 
Macdonald, who worked as an assistant to Laurence 
Decore throughout his terms as mayor and MLA. 

Mrs. Decore represented the family’s strong values 
of hard work and public service, he said. 

“Mom was pure class,” said her youngest son, 
Leighton Decore, an Edmonton civil lawyer. 

She hosted grand parties for cabinet ministers and 
prime ministers, and there were always plenty of 
perogies to go with the political debate. 

She was proud of her Ukrainian heritage, said 
Leighton. 

“She taught us how to make varenyky (perogy) dough 
so thin you could see through it.” 

She also worked tirelessly for several community 
groups. As president of the Edmonton Local Council 
of Women in the ’60s, she was instrumental in having 
repealed the law that jailed people for vagrancy if they 
didn’t have a dollar in their pockets. 

Born in Winnipeg on Oct. 19, 1915, Myrosia 
Kupchenko became a talented, young violinist, at one 
time performing with the Winnipeg Symphony Orches- 


tra. 

She attended high school in Edmonton, where she 
met a young teacher named John at a church function. 

After the couple married in 1935, Mrs. Decore 
worked several jobs — taking in loads of laundry, teach- 
ing music lessons — to help put John through law 
school. 

The family later moved to Vegreville, where John 
practised law until 1949, when he was elected MP. He 
worked as an adviser to Lester Pearson before leaving 
politics in 1957. 

He became a district court judge in 1964 and later 
rose to Court of Queen’s Bench. He died in 1994. 

Their three sons all became lawyers. 

Laurence, the middle son, was Edmonton’s mayor 
through two terms, starting in 1983. Five years later, 
he became Liberal leader. й 

He came close to toppling the Tories in 1993 but ге- 
tired from politics in 1997. He died after a lengthy battle 
with cancer in 1999. 

John Jr., former president of the Canadian Bar Asso- 
ciation and Alberta Law Society, died in a motorcycle 
accident in 1994. 

Leighton said his mother was the artistic one in the 
family. “As a kid, І remember her playing Flight of the 
Bumblebee on her violin. I was in awe.” 

She gave up playing when she developed arthritis. 
She was hospitalized at the Dr. Gerald Zetter Care Cen- 
tre eight years ago. Mrs. Decore is also survived by 
eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Her funeral will be held at St. John’s Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Cathedral. 
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Dance to hold registration 


(Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance}—In 12 years the Edmonton 
School of Ukrainian Dance has gained much recognition, leading Ukrai- 
nian dance in the community. 

Experienced, competent and caring teachers are an essential key to the 
Edmonton school. Under the artistic directors of Ken Kachmar and Debbie 
Kachmar, instructors Eugene Shmyruk, Tara Skolney, Jolleen Gurin and 
Tammy Komarnisky, the school will continue to specialize in child devel- 
opment, ballet, character, and Ukrainian Folk Dance. Children are trained 
systematically and follow sequential curriculum. 

The Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance has progressed in taking 
Ukrainian Dance into the next millennium, The school consists of over 
120 students from ages three to twenty five and once again look forward 
to another successful year for 2002-2003. Rehearsals are held on Tues- 
days, at the Vohon and Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance Studios on 
10629 - 98 St. The school provides hard wood floors with a marlin dance 
floor, mirrors and ballet bars. Parents can relax in the school’s waiting 
room, during their children’s rehearsal with a fresh cup of coffee. 

The school also provides a costume director. Material can be provided 
for you or costumes can be sewn. All other character or Ukrainian cos- 
tumes, props are provided by the school. If transportation is needed for a 
performance or competition it is all paid for by the school. Competition 
fees are paid by the school. 

The dancers will enjoy dancing in many venues through out the year 
from festivals, competitions, concerts, etc. We must add in the School’s 
Christmas party and year-end picnic where dancers and parents can enjoy 
themselves. 

The best part about the school is that there is no fund raising or volun- 
teer work involved. Parents can relax knowing that they do not have to 
work a bingo on a weekend. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all. 

Registration will take place on Sept. 17, 5 to 7 pm and Sept. 24, 5 to 7 
рі at the studio 10629 - 98 St. Vohon auditions will take place on Sept. 
6, 7:30 pm at the studio. 


Koba the Dread 


Laughter and the Twenty Million 


By Martin Amis, 306 pages, $37 
Reviewed by Bill Redekop, 
Winnipeg Free Press, Aug. 25, 2002 

We, on this part of the globe, tend 
го associate famine with images of 
starving children in Africa. 

We don’t associate starvation with 
Caucasians. In particular, we don’t 
associate famine with a group like 
Manitoba’s large and distinguished 
Ukrainian community. We never 
picture our Ukrainian friends as hay- 
ing relatives who died by the mil- 
lions — by the millions — from star- 
vation scant decades ago. 

It happened. Few people paid at- 
tention. More than five million 

Ukrainians starved to death in two 
years, 1922 and 1933. Which crop 
failure was that? 

Which drought? Neither. There 
was just an over-abundance of po- 
litical ideology in those years. 

They were “enforced” famines 
directed by the Soviet Union lead- 
ers. The crime? The people of 
Ukraine were not considered good 
Communists. In total, at least 20 
million people died, mostly Russian 
and Ukrainian but other nationali- 
ies and religions as well, in the en- 
forced famines and political terror 
directed by Vladimir Lenin and his 
successor, Joseph Stalin. In this bril- 
liant new non-fiction book, English 
novelist Martin Amis maintains that 
much of the world, and particularly 
the political left, has largely over- 
looked it. 

Lenin, who started using famines 
as a political weapon, was respon- 
sible for the deaths of five million 
people inside the Soviet Union. He 
also started the police state. Stalin, 
building on Lenin’s work, killed 15 
million. 

The Iron Curtain tried to hide the 
atrocities but they were abetted by 
the left intelligensia’s desire to be- 
lieve in the Communist experiment 
as some kind of counterpoint to the 
West’s capitalism. 

George Bemard Shaw, writing for 
the New Statesman at the time, vis- 
ited the Soviet Union at the height 
of the famine and announced that 
everyone looked well-fed to him. 


Some books are described as stun- 
ning. This one stuns on every page. 
Amis recounts the atrocities of the 
Communist regimes between 1917 
and 1953. Having no mercy was 
deemed the highest virtue. People 
were expendable in the greater cause 
of ideology. Amid these pages, Amis 
wonders: How much of this was the 
work of madmen, and how much 
was a logical outcome of Marxist 
theory? Amis’s answer is abstruse 
but he does at least frame the de- 
bate. 

Ukraine was targeted because it 
was considered the most stubborn 
of the Soviet countries to convert to 
communism. The five million 
Ukrainians starved to death on the 
richest soil in the Soviet Union, 
which is about as apt a metaphor for 
the failure of Communism as there 
could be 

In starvation, Amis writes, some 
people resorted to cannibalism. 
Meanwhile, both Lenin and Stalin 
(Koba was his nickname) continued 
to export grain. In Lenin’s famine, 
he confiscated the Ukrainian farm- 
ers’ grain first, then let them perish. 

Lenin believed famine would de- 
Stroy the farmers’ outdated 
economy. In one mass grave in 
Ukraine are an estimated 200,000 
dead. 

Lenin wanted Communism to re- 
place religion as the opiate of the 
people. In 1922 alone, Lenin ordered 
the executions of 2,691 priests, 
1,962 monks, and 3,447 nuns. 

Some reviewers of Amis’s book 
have argued that what he says is 
nothing new. (His two main sources 
for research are Russian writer 
Alexandr Solzhenitsyn and Bnitish 
historian Robert Conquest.) They 
also challenge his contention that the 
murders and terror in the Soviet 
Union were and still are treated 
lightly. 

Here’s an example that supports 
Amis. The Marxist-Leninist Party 
frequently runs candidates in elec- 
tions in Manitoba and no one loses 
their lunch over it, even though the 
party’s namesake masterminded 
mass graves. It’s like calling a po- 


litical party the Nietsche-Hitlerites. 

Yes, Amis draws comparisons 
between the Holocaust and the 20 
Million, as the epoch of Lenin and 
Stalin is now called in modern-day 
Russia. Amis calls Hitler and Stalin 
“little moustache and big mous- 
tache.” 

There are quirks in Amis’s writ- 
ing. He uses a first-person narrative, 
and a multitude of footnotes, to 
name two of his devices. However, 
the material overpowers any quib- 
bling over style. It is easy to read, 
and brilliantly written by one of the 
world’s best. 

This book is a mus: read. Espe- 
cially in this part of the world where 


50 many of us trace our roots back |. 


to the Soviet empire or have friends 
who do. 

Amis writes: “We badly need to 

know the numbers of the dead. More 
than this, we need to know their 
names. And the dead, too, need us 
to know their names.” 
Free Press reporter Bill Redekop’s 
book Crimes of the Century: 
Manitoba’s Most Notorious True 
Crimes will be published this fall by 
Great Plains Publications. 


ЕДМОНТОНСЬКИЙ ХОР ДНІПРО 


EDMONTON. ALBERTA 
Т51-2М8 


Janice 
Melnychuk 


City Councillor, Ward 3 


1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2R7 


Email: janice.melnychuk@edmonton.ca 
Phone: (780) 496-8333 


" EXCELLENT FOOD » GREAT SERVICE 
¢ CLEANEST RESTAURANT + SPECIAL WASHROOMS 


у; 
FAMILY RESTAURANT 
daily lunch and dinner specials 


GREEK & UKRAINIAN FOOD 
рана ty, NOONER PIZZA or § 5 99 


BEEF BURGER or 
CAESAR SALAD or 
SPAGHETTI 


pizza « pasta - BBQ dishes « seafood - souvlaki 
perogies «steaks » stir fry + salads « children's menu 
ONLY PLACE IN JASPER THAT SELLS PEROGIES & HOLUBTSI 
622 Patricia Street, IN JASPER - FREE DELIVERY 


$52-3444 


BOX 1271 
EDMONTON. ALBERTA 


« DNIPRO presents Ukrainian musical culture in its variety of forms 
« DNIPRO continues to bring Ukrainian culture through song to music lovers around 


the world 


¢ DNIPRO invites you to celebrate its 50th anniversary at its gala celebrations 


October 2003 


e DNIPRO encourages and welcomes alumni in this celebration and the renewal of 


their association with the choir 


« DNIPRO invites new and former members to join in its endeavours in expanding 
musical culture in Alberta and Canada and to enhance their knowledge 
of Ukrainian choral singing in a dynamic and invigorating environment 

¢ DNIPRO rehearsals for the new season begin September 9, 2002 at 
St. John's Institute, 11024 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 

» For further information, contact Luba at Ifeduschak@shaw.ca or (780) 464-6480 


Maria Dytyniak, Director 


Luba Feduschak, President 
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against third term 


(RFE/RL)—Our Ukraine has prepared a petition request- 
ing that the Constitutional Court rule on whether President 
Leonid Kuchma may seek a third presidential term in 2004, 
UNIAN and Interfax reported on Aug. 22, quoting the Our 
Ukraine press service. 

According to Our Ukraine, lawyers from the presidential 
administration are currently working on a “scenario” to en- 
able Kuchma to participate in the 2004 presidential election. 

Under the Ukrainian Constitution, the same person may be 
the country’s president only for two five-year terms. 

The constitution, however, was promulgated in 1996 when 
Kuchma was already the president. 

Our Ukraine fears that presidential lawyers may take ad- 
vantage of this circumstance and argue that Kuchma is now 
serving his first term, which began in 1999. Our Ukraine thinks 
that Kuchma’s second term ends in 2004 and that he cannot 
run for the post of president again. 

Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko commented on 
Aug. 23 that Our Ukraine’s petition is a “provocation,” add- 
ing that it may provide the Constitutional Court with a good 
opportunity to rule in Kuchma’s favor and allow him to run 
in the 2004 ballot. 


Rada will pay attention to Diaspora 
(Eastern Economist)}—The Verkhovna Rada will pay constant 
attention to the Ukrainian Diaspora, said Speaker Volodymyr 
Lytvyn after meeting World Congress of Ukrainians Secre- 
tary General Viktor Pedenko, Aug. 22. Pedenko expressed 
interest in seeing the law on the Status of Ukrainians abroad 
approved. Lytvyn said he hoped the law would be passed in 
October. The two also discussed the implementation of the 
national program “Ukrainian citizenship abroad through 
2005.” 


Plawiuk awarded by Kuchma 


(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma awarded 
Ukrainian Organization of Nationalists Chair Mykola Plawiuk 
with the Yaroslav the Wise Order of the second degree, dur- 
ing this year’s Independence Day celebrations. The award 
was granted for Plawiuk’s personal achievements in estab- 
lishing Ukraine’s independence and developing Ukrainian 
traditions. 


Police detain former UkrTatNafta chair 

(Eastern Economist)}—Police detained UkrTatNafta ex-Chair 
Volodymyr Matytsyn, Aug. 28. Matytsyn is charged with abus- 
ing his position. Poltava police also suspect Matytsyn of em- 
bezzling more than 150,000 tons of oil worth Hr 46 million 
and of other illegal actions. 


Former aide charged 

(Eastem Economist)—The Kyiv Prosecution finished an in- 
vestigation and submitted to court a case launched against 
Kyiv Mayor Counsel Andriy Artemenko, Aug. 29. Artemenko 
is charged with abuse of power in 1997-2000 and of signing 
forged contracts and illegal agreements which enabled him 
to embezzle US$3,954,459. 


Ministry wants St. Sophia listed 


(Eastern Economist)—The Culture and Arts Ministry will 
petition that the Sofia Cathedral, Kyiv-Pecherska Lavra and 
the historical part of Lviv be put on the list of the world cul- 
tural legacies approved by UNESCO, said Culture and Arts 
Minister Yuriy Bohutskiy, Aug. 21. He added the objects speci- 
fied above were recognized a cultural legacy of Ukraine even 
in the Soviet times. 


Customs refuses to clear medical aid 
(Eastern Economist)—Part of a humanitarian aid shipment 
from Germany for the victims of the Lviv air-show tragedy 
was sent back due to the problems at Lviv oblast customs 
office, Aug. 21. Customs refused to clear some of the 
medical supplies which are not registered in Ukraine and 
are illegal to distribute. The total amount of the aid equaled 
Euro 50,000. 


Crack down on drug dealers 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian authorities conducted a number of 
raids on drug growers and dealers in the Ivano-Frankivsk re- 
gion, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported on Aug. 16. The 
majority of the haul was poppy straw. 


Lviv teachers protest 

(Eastern Economist)—More than 3,000 teachers picketed the 
Lviv Oblast State Administration, Sept. 2, demanding that 
wages arrears be paid off, salaries raised and the resignation 
of Education Minister Vasyl Kremen. The authorities did not 
come out to meet the protesters. Lviv teacher said they were 
ready to support nationwide opposition protests. They said if 
their demands were not satisfied, Lviv teachers would an- 
nounce a general strike in the city. 
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Our Ukraine petitions) Kychma accuser Melnychenko 


says his life 


By Jeffrey Donovan 

(RFE/RL)—Is somebody out to kill Mykola Melnychenko? 

A former bodyguard for Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma, Melnychenko received political asylum in the U.S. 
last year after fleeing Ukraine with what he claimed were 
hundreds of hours of audio tapes that allegedly implicate 
Kuchma and other senior officials in the murder of journal- 
ists and officials, as well as to illegal arms sales to Iraq and 
Iran. 

Now, Melnychenko’s American lawyer, Scott Horton, tells 
RFE/RL that there may be a plot to kill Melnychenko: 

“Tuesday morning, I did receive a call from a senior law 
enforcement officer with the U.S. government, who told me 
that they had received information that they considered to be 
credible, that a threat against the life of Major Melnychenko 
existed, and that it is was coming from Ukraine.” 

Horton, who is based in New York City, says it’s the sec- 
ond time in a year that his client has received a warning from 
the Federal Bureau of investigation (FBI) that his client’s life 
was in danger. Horton suspects the same people implicated 
in Melnychenko’s tapes are behind the threats: 

"Го not suggesting that the government identified those 
circles as the source of this. They did not. [But Melnychenko’s] 
statements have been very critical of them, and he’s provided, 
I think, quite solid evidence of criminal wrongdoing on the 
part of government officials, certainly going all the way to 
the top, including President Kuchma. Certainly, motive would 
exist.” 

Kuchma denies all allegations linked to the tapes, which 
some say are part of a political battle against the president 
and his allies. 

The existence of death threats against Melnychenko could not 
be independently verified. Officials at the U.S. State Department 
said they know nothing about such threats. Justice Department 
officials did not return phone calls for comment. And an FBI 
spokesman made the following statement to RFE/RL: 

“Tf that did happen, as I said, which I don’t know if it’s true 
or not, that would be their prerogative — the attorney or the 
individual — to put out that information. We wouldn’t say 
anything either way.” 

In an interview with RFE/RL, Melnychenko says he be- 
lieves the threat is linked to his decision Ito give legally bind- 
ing testimony to Ukraine’s Parliamentary Commission of In- 


is in danger 


vestigations about his knowledge of a string of unsolved 
murders in Ukraine, as well as alleged weapons sales to Iraq 
and Iran in breach of United Nations embargoes. 

That testimony, which is being gathered in the U.S. by the 
Commission’s President, Hryhorii Omelchenko, is unlike any 
of Melnychenko’s past charges because it will qualify for use 
in any future criminal proceedings. 

Melnychenko says he was recently visited by Ukrainian 
officials who offered him what he calls "а kind of deal” in 
which he would not testify to the commission. He gave no 
details, although the BBC has reported that Ukrainian offi- 
cials offered Melnychenko up to $6 million not to testify. 

Whatever the case, Melnychenko says he refused: 

“Therefore, they have only one way — that is, my own 
physical elimination.” 

Commission President Omelchenko, who is a member of 
the political opposition in Ukraine, tells RFE/RL that he takes 
the death threats against Melnychenko seriously and believes 
they are being plotted in Ukraine. He says he has asked offi- 
cials at Ukraine’s Justice Ministry and security service (SBU) 
to thwart any such plot, and U.S. Justice Department offi- 
cials to do all they can to protect Melnychenko on American 
soil. 

He also says his trip has yielded key testimony from 
Melnychenko and other persons he would not identify. He 
says the testimony may help implicate senior government of- 
ficials in the murder of journalists and politicians, as well as 
the looting of government hard-currency reserves and the il- 
legal sale of arms: 

“T’m emphasizing once again: All these documents will be 
prepared in legal form in Ukraine, reviewed by the commis- 
sion — which will take its action at the beginning of Septem- 
ber — and forwarded to the General Prosecutor’s Office for 
criminal proceedings against those state officials who appear 
to be involved in high crimes.” 

But the likelihood of such proceedings actually occurring 
is uncertain. Omelchenko says Kuchma has authority over 
the general prosecutor, including the power to sack him. 

Last April, FBI agents who had been invited to Ukraine to 
investigate the murder of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze — 
one of the killings Kuchma is allegedly linked to through 
Melnychenko’s tapes — returned home early after Ukrainian 
officials denied them access to key evidence. 


U.S. Ambassador calls on Ukraine to 
improve human rights protections 


Denies Washington has evidence of alleged weapons deals with Iraq 


U.S. Ambassador Carlos Pascual urged Ukraine to 
strengthen the rule of law and free-speech protections Sept. 
4, in comments that came ahead of planned street protests 
marking two years since the disappearance of an opposition 
journalist whose decapitated body was found in the woods 
outside Kyiv, reports The Associated Press. 

Opening a conference on human rights in Ukraine, Pascual 
implored authorities to defend every person who has been 
murdered, tortured, or threatened “so that clear signals are 
sent to the perpetrators of these crimes — regardless of who 
they are — that these crimes will be prosecuted in all circum- 
stances.” 

Pascual’s speech came a day after opposition lawmaker 
Hryhoriy Omelchenko asked the country’s chief prosecutor 
to indict President Leonid Kuchma, Parliament speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn and other high-ranking politicians on crimi- 
nal charges in the death of Heorhiy Gongadze, an Internet 
joumalist who crusaded against alleged high-level corruption. 

Omelchenko’s allegations relied heavily on evidence pro- 
vided by former Kuchma bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko, 
who released audiotapes in 2000 that he said documented 
Kuchma’s involvement in Gongadze’s death. Melnychenko 
received political asylum in the United States. 

When the headless body widely believed to be that of 
Gongadze was found, thousands of protesters traded blows 
with police in this country’s most violent protests against 
Kuchma. Hundreds were injured. Based on statements attrib- 
uted to the president on an audiotape Melnychenko said he 
recorded in Kuchma’s office, opposition leaders accused him 
of involvement in the killing. Kuchma denies any involve- 
ment. 

Opposition leaders began a campaign last month calling 
for nationwide protests demanding early elections or 
Kuchma’s resignation. Three more political parties and the 
Confederation of Independent Trade Unionists joined the main 
four opposition groups Wednesday in declaring their support 
for the protests scheduled for Sept. 16, the second anniver- 
sary of Gongadze’s disappearance. 


Speaking about the protests, Pascual called on Ukrainian 
authorities, political parties and civic groups “to guarantee 
the universal right to peaceful freedom of expression and as- 
sembly while avoiding the tragic violence ... last year.” 

He also emphasized that strengthening protection of hu- 
man rights is key to Ukraine’s NATO membership aspira- 
tions “because these are common expectations of all coun- 
tries and how they treat their citizens, especially if we were, 
one day, to be ready to sacrifice American lives for another 
nation.” 

A NATO-Ukraine summit planned for November is ex- 
pected to address ways to deepen Ukraine’s integration into 
the alliance. 

Pascual also denied that Washington has evidence that 
Ukraine transferred weapons to Iraq in violation of United 
Nations sanctions. 

“We have no doubt of Iraq’s intentions to get weapons of 
mass destruction, but at this point, we’ve not found any evi- 
dence of Ukrainian military transfers to Iraq,” said Pascual, 
who served as director for Russia and Ukraine at the U.S. 
National Security Council before being appointed ambassa- 
dor in 2000. 

Pascual’s comments came a day after Omelchenko claimed 
to have evidence proving that President Leonid Kuchma and 
other high-ranking officials were involved in military deals 
with Iraq that violated U.N. sanctions. 

Omelchenko heads a parliamentary investigation into the 
accuracy of news reports alleging that Kuchma, former secu- 
rity chief Leonid Derkach and other officials participated in 
arms sales to Baghdad. 

He said he had met last month with U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment officials investigating the alleged arms deals between 
Ukraine and Iraq. He did not specify the weapons allegedly 
involved, but said there are four Ukrainian-made Kolchuha 
radar installations in Iraq. 

Kuchma, who was attending a summit conference in South 
Africa, and other officials did not immediately respond to 
Omelchenko’s accusations about the alleged military deals. 
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Cardinal Husar speaks 40 | Sisters Servants mark 
days after tragic air show 


(RISU.org.ua) — On Sept. 2, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, 
head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), 
sent an address to the faithful concerning the air show 
disaster in Lviv on July 27. On Sept. 4, 40 days after 
the tragedy, Leopolitans commemorated the memory 
of all who died at the Sknyliv airport. An excerpt from 
the cardinal’s statement follows: 

“The tragic events of 27 July 2002 called forth a flood 
of emotions that might have become a real threat to 
society. Recalling this horrible disaster, analyzing its 
causes and consequences, we fall into disbelief and view 
the future with fear. We ask ourselves whether there is 
sense in life, whether anybody needs us and whether 
human existence can truly be called happy. 

“At first glance, such a perception of reality does not 
surprise us greatly. However, tragedies of a personal or 
general character may by no means establish the norm 
for thought and action. A rational and comforting an- 
swer to any misfortune is an objective explanation of 
what has happened, joined with reasonable precaution- 
ary measures (under human control) that can be taken 
(о prevent a similar disaster in the future. 

“The crisis we are facing today continues because 
we cannot get rid of fatal philosophical conceptions of 
the human being’s origin that were imposed on us dur- 
ing the past decades. It also continues because we have 


forgotten the answers to two important questions: 

¢ How does God relate to human beings? 

e What can the human being himself do to live in 
peace and justice? 

“The Holy Church helps us to answer these ques- 
tions, pointing to God’s merciful love. Without the love 
of God, human life will not only be senseless, it will 
also be stripped of value and hope. Pope John Paul II 


reminded us of this during his stay in Krakow, Poland}. 


in August 2002, when he consecrated a church dedi- 
cated to God’s mercy. 

“Tn order to feel truly hopeful for a better future, we 
need to respect everything that comes from God, the 
source of all good. 

Philosophical, economic, social and political systems 
that disregard separate individuals and disrespect hu- 
man dignity should be unacceptable. 

“The disaster which took place 40 days ago in Lviv 
shook all of us. However, it also became, in quite a 
dramatic way, an opportunity for us to better under- 
stand the world we live in and to know ourselves bet- 
ter. We paid an incredible price for this knowledge — it 
cost us the lives of so many innocent people. May this 
sacrifice of a hundred of our compatriots help us to see 
God among them, and to come face to face with our 
essence, our way of thinking and acting.” 


Services at St. Andrew’s Church in Kyiv renewed 


(RISU.org.ua)—Priests of the Ukrainian Autoce- 
phalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) have recently re- 
newed religious services in the 18th-century church of 
St. Andrew the Apostle in Kyiv. This news was reported 
on Aug. 26 by the Ukrainian “1+1” TV channel. 

“The church is used as a museum or exhibition and 
concert hall, whereas it should be used according to its 
purpose and become a tiny piece of heaven where 
people can come to join with God,” said Fr. Volodymyr 
Mikhnenko of the UAOC, pastor of the church. 

Under Stalin’s regime, religious services in St. 
Andrew’s Church were stopped. During the war and 
the German occupation, however, services were held 
there and in the Ukrainian language, for the first time 


in the church’s history. Services had been held in the 
classical Church Slavonic language. After Nikita 
Khrushchev became head of the Soviet Union, the 
church was transformed into a museum and remains 
so currently. 

The Church of St. Apostle the Andrew is the only 
church in Kyiv built by renowned Dutch architect 
Bartholomew Rastrelli that has been preserved until 
now. It was designed as a family church of the Russian 
imperial court in Kyiv. Empress Elizabeth (1709-1762) 
laid the cornerstone of the church. Later, however, the 
Russian royal family found it unreasonable to keep the 
church only for royalty and opened it for the general 
public. 


Grave of martyred abbess found in Chyhyryn 


(RISU.org.ua)—The grave of Mother Rafaila 
(Tartatska), the last hegumena (abbess) of the women’s 
monastery of the Holy Trinity, who was tortured to death 
in the 1930s, was found in the town of Chyhyryn in the 
central Ukrainian Cherkasy region. This news was re- 
ported on Aug. 26 by the Ukrainian “1+1” TV channel. 

Alla Perepylytsia, research assistant at the National 
Reserve in Chyhyryn, researched the history of the 
women’s monastery of the Holy Trinity for two years 
and managed to find a witness who told her about 
Mother Rafaila’s death. 

In the 1930s, the communists closed and destroyed 


about 30 churches in Chyhyryn and, by OGPU (KGB) 
order, tortured to death the hegumena of the women’s 
monastery. According to the witness, six young com- 
munists took Mother Rafaila from her house, beat her 
and then buried her alive in the sand. Sister Martha of 
the monastery, who hid and so saw everything, dug out 
the body and buried Mother Rafaila at the cemetery in 
Chyhyryn. 

They plan to transfer the relics of Mother Rafaila to 
the Church of the Icon of the Kazan Mother of God in 
Chyhyryn. 


Ancient cross found 


(RISU.org.ua}—A pectoral cross with the images of 
Ukrainian Saints Borys and Hlib, called an encolpion, 
has been found in the southwestern Ukrainian 
Chernivtsi region. 

The encolpion was transferred to the Bukovyna Cen- 
tre of Archeological Research at Chernivtsi State Uni- 
versity, where its great scientific and historical value 
was identified. This news was posted on the website of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate 
on August 21. 

Encolpions bearing the image of Jesus Christ, the 


Greek Catholic bishop visits 


Bosnia and Croatia 


(RISU.org.ua) - Bishop Hlib Lonchyna, curial aux- 
iliary bishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC), visited Bosnia and Croatia Aug. 13 -21. The 
trip was dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the visit 
of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, a renowned reli- 
gious leader, to the Ukrainian settlements in Bosnia. 

During his stay in Bosnia and Croatia, Bishop 
Lonchyna met with the clergy and monastic communi- 
ties, celebrated liturgies, and served memorial services 
for the repose of Ukrainian settlers and priests. 

Summarizing the results of his visit to the Balkans, 
Bishop Lonchyna noted that Ukrainian communities 
have existed on these territories for centuries and man- 
aged to preserve their identity, even though their num- 
ber has substantially decreased. 


in Chernivtsi region 


Mother of God or the saints were first found in Ukrai- 
nian territories in the 10th century, when Christianity 
was spreading across the territories of the present-day 
Eastern Europe. They were made from small metal 
plates and worm on the chest. Relics of saints were usu- 
ally placed inside encolpions. 

Today, encolpions are well known to archeologists 
and preserved in many museums throughout Ukraine. 
Up to this time, only one encolpion with images of Sts. 
Borys and Hlib, dating back to the 13th century, had 
been found in Ukraine. 


Moscow Orthodox receive 
St. Michael’s Church in Kyiv 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Aug. 19, the Cabinet of Minis- 
ters of Ukraine transferred the Church of St. Michael, 
located on the outskirts of Ukraine’s capital Kyiv, to 
the men’s monastery of the Protection of the Mother of 
God of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Pa- 
triarchate. 

The Church of St. Michael was founded in 1907. 
Until 2000, it was used as a club for the health resort 
that functioned on the territory of the closed monas- 
tery. The place for the monastery, dating back to 11th 
or 12th century, was chosen by the renowned Ukrai- 
nian monastic, St. Theodosius of the Caves. Later, it 
became a hermitage of the Kyivan Monastery of the 
Caves. 
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110th anniversary 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Congregation of the Sisters Servants of Mary Im- 
maculate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC) celebrated its 
110th anniversary on Aug. 25. Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the 
UGCC, also participated in the celebrations. 

The Congregation of the Sisters Servants was founded in 1892 at the 
initiative of Sister Yeremiia Lomnytska, of the Order of Saint Basil the 
Great, and Fr. Kyryl Seletskyi. Blessed Yosafata Hordashevska, who was 
beatified on June 27, 2001, by Pope John Paul II, was also the cofounder 
of the congregation and the first sister servant. 

Today, the congregation consists of eight provinces and has thousands 
of members. Sisters Servants work in 14 countries of the world. 


Best wishes to Albertans of 
Ukrainian heritage as we 
celebrate the anniversary 

of Ukraine's Independence. 


Hon. Gene Zwozdesky, 
MLA Edmonton Mill Creek 
Minister of Community Development 
8207 - Argyll Road Edmonton, 
T6C 4B2 466-3737 


Вітання українській 
громаді з нагоди 
Дня Незалежности. 


DAVE BRODA, MLA 
REDWATER CONSTITUENCY 


E-MAIL: redwater@assembly.ab.ca 


FALL SALE 


DOMINION - REMCO MEMORIALS 
"MAKING MEMORIES TIMELESS" 
Since 1924 


BEFORE NEED, 
AT NEED, AND 
CREMATION MONUMENTS 


CALL FOR YOUR FREE MEMORIAL CATALOG 


NO-TIME-LIMIT BONDED GUARANTEE 
QUALITY CEMETERY MONUMENTS 
AT COMPETETIVE PRICES 
CONTACT: 
ROD GARGUS or WALTER OSTAPCHUK 
12325 - 97 St. Edmonton Ph: (780) 474-1448 


Visit our Factory Outlet Store 
106 North Queen St. 
(416) 231-1491 


50% off 
any Specialty 


| 
| 
| 
Loaf Bread Huslianka ! 


Кефір, йогурт, сир, гуслянка 
хліб, торти, калачі, сирники, маківники 
медівники і багато інших пекарських виробів 
за старими українськими переписами 


| 50% off 
750 ml Kefir or 


| 
| 
| 
Fal 
pears 
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Metalurh advances in UEFA Cup 


(UEFA)—Despite a gallant performance in the second leg of their quali- 
fying round Aug. 29 in Malta, Birkirkara FC went out of the UEFA Cup at 
the hands of FC Metalurh Zaporizhzhya. For all the Maltese side’s ef- 
forts, there was no getting over the 3-0 first-leg defeat a fortnight ago in 
Ukraine. 

The 0-0 scoreline belied an entertaining game of football. Zaporizhzhya 
coach Oleg Tavan said: “It was a good attacking game from both sides. 
My side adopted a positive approach and could have even scored a goal.” 

His Birkirkara counterpart, Stephen Azzopardi, took pride in his play- 
ers’ efforts. “I am very satisfied with the overall team performance on the 
night,” he said. “The players gave all they had. Unfortunately the first 
ever victory in a UEFA club competition did not materialise but all in all 
I am satisfied with the draw.” 

Birkirkara held the upper hand for much of the match, but failed to 
trouble seriously Andriy Gluschencko in the visitors’ goal. Michael Galea 
went close to scoring the early goal Birkirkara needed, his effort from a 
George Mallia cross just clearing Gluschenko’s crossbar. Mallia himself 
went close after 30 minutes after a scramble in the Zaporizhzhya box, but 
eventually the ball was cleared. 

Fourteen minutes into the second half, Gluschenko failed to keep hold 
of Matthew Calascione’s shot but the goalkeeper recovered well to save 
from Jaroslav Marx’s effort on the rebound. At the other end, Birkirkara’s 
new signing Justin Haber started in goal in place of Rueben Debono and 
he made two important saves to ensure a clean sheet. 


Briefly 


Bubka is IOC Chair 


(Eastern Economist)—Renowned pole-vaulter Serhiy Bubka said he sup- 
ported the more active participation of athletes in organizing and running 
the Olympic games, Aug. 27. Bubka was appointed as anew Chair of the 
International Olympic Committee Athletes’ Commission and said he would 
back up the interests of retiring athletes as well as promote the struggle 
against doping. 


Lewis plans to fight Klitschko brothers 

(Eastern Economist)—Heavyweight Boxing World Champion Lennox 
Lewis on Aug. 28 said he was not planning on finishing his boxing career. 
He said within the next 18 months he planned to have three fights — two 
with the Klitschko brothers and one with Mike Tyson. However, observ- 
ers believe one fight could also be held against IBF World Champion 
Chris Byrd. 


Klitschko brothers receive cross of fame 


(Eastern Economist)— Interior Minister Yuriy Smirnov awarded singer 
Taisia Povaliy and boxers Vitaliy and Volodymyr Klitschko with the Inte- 
rior Ministry’s highest order — The Cross of Fame, during independence 
Day celebrations. Smirnov thanked the nominees for their personal con- 
tributions to the development of culture and sports. 


Silver in kayak 


(UkrNews)s-——Ukraine’s Dmytro Sablin won the silver medal in the men’s © 


220-metre kayak race at the Canoe/Kayak Race World Championships in 
Seville, Spain, Sept. 1, with a time of 39.477 second. Maxim Opaliev of 
Russia was first with 39.257, Andrzej Jezierski of Poland, third with 39.843. 


Ukrainians third in Regatta 

(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Yevgen Braslavets and Igor Matvienko came in 
third in the men’s 470 class, during the Athens 2002 Regatta, which ended 
on Aug. 23. Johan Molund and Matrin Andersson of Sweden won the 
event, while Portugal’s Alvaro Marinho and Miguel Nunes came second. 
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Soccer match turns violent 


By Evgenia Mussuri, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

A relatively minor soccer game in a provincial town 
has resulted in what is being described as the country’s 
worst case of soccer violence. 

In the aftermath, soccer clubs and police are point- 
ing fingers of blame at one another. 

Hundreds of soccer fans clashed with police Aug. 24 
in the city of Zhytomyr, 140 kilometers west of Kyiv, 
after a Ukrainian Cup soccer game between Dynamo 
Kyiv and a local side, Polissya. Two fans involved in 
the fracas were hospitalized and dozens were injured. 

Dynamo won the match 40. 

Violence broke out when anti-riot police, known as 
Berkut, tried to separate Dynamo and local fans after 
the game. Rocks and smoke bombs were thrown. 

The Zhytomyr police surrounded the Kyiv fans, push- 
ing them against a wall. Television video images broad- 
cast on national television channels showed scenes of 
police beating fans with batons. The beatings contin- 
ued after some youths had fallen to the ground, cover- 
ing their heads with their hands. Some were bleeding, 
and others appeared to have lost consciousness. 

One police officer was shown repeatedly kicking an 
unconscious man in the head. 

Police detained five of the combatants and loaded 
others onto trucks, releasing them on a highway sev- 
eral kilometers from the city. 

Dynamo Kyiv officials condemned the police 
department’s handling of the incident, saying the local 
officers had used excessive force and exceeded their 
authority. 

“Even in the [soccer] championships of East Euro- 
pean countries, such as Bulgaria, Yugoslavia and Ro- 
mania, police don’t strike 15-year-old fans on the head 


sports/Cnopt 


for throwing firecrackers and smoke bombs,” the:club 
said in a statement posted on its Web site. 

A spokesman said the club didn’t approve of the fans’ 
behavior either. They said the troublemakers had not 
traveled to Zhytomyr as part of the organized fan group. 

Zaya Avdysh, Polissya’s coach, said Dynamo fans 
were drunken and provoked the violence. Avdysh said 
the fights broke out despite his club’s attempts to en- 
sure order at the stadium. Avdysh said his club had re- 
quested the special police squad and 200 soldiers to 
prevent violence. 

Myhkailo Klymchuk, deputy head of Zhytomyr 
Oblast police, said that senior police officials had not 
ordered the Berkut officers to beat the fans. Klymchuk 
said Berkut officers had used their batons in self-de- 
fense after fans attacked them. 

Two of the five fans detained by police were deter- 
mined to be juveniles and released. The other three were 
charged with hooliganism. A Zhytomyr city court sen- 
tenced two of them to 10 days in jail and one to five 
days. 

The Interior Ministry sent a special commission to 
Zhytomyr to investigate allegations that officers had 
abused or exceeded their authority. 

Police administration head Oleksandr Savchenko told 
1+1 television that “any people who are found guilty 
of exceeding their authority will be punished.” 

“You know our firm, unyielding hand,” he said. “We 
never let anyone off, even if it is harmful to the police’s 
reputation.” 


Marion beats Zhanna this time 


Athletics golden girl Marion Jones stamped her au- 
thority all over major rival Zhanna Pintusevich-Block 
in Brussels, Aug. 30 beating her in both the 100 and 
200m at the sixth of the seven Golden League meet- 
ings, reports Agence France Presse. 

Jones had a dreadful start in the 100m and had to 
really fight to mow down Jamaica’s Olympic bronze 
medallist Tayna Lawrence and then fight off a deter- 
mined challenge by the woman who dethroned her from 


the world title last year in Edmonton, Pintusevich- 
Block. 

The former basketball star then rounded off a double 
savaging of the powerful little Ukrainian running her 
down in the final 50 metres to take the 200m in a year’s 
best of 22.11sec. 

“Tt’s not about Zhanna, it’s about me and how I cope 
with the pressure I place on myself, and I came through 
brilliantly though the 100 was a tight one!” said Jones. 


«Динамо» потрапило у італійсько- 
англійсько-голандську компанію 


Василь Зілгалов, Радіо Свобода 

Новий турнір Ліги європейських чемпіонів з 
футболу цього разу напевне дасть можливість 
українським вболівальникам переконатися не 
лише у правоті слів легендарного вже Валерія 
Лобановського про те що, футбольні зірки 
народжуються не часто, але й у тій простій 
істині, що справжні тренери також з'являються 
у Києві не щодня. Нинішній стан національного 
футболу є яскравим підтвердженням цієї версії. 

Не лише гіркота від чотирьох, у шести матчах, 
поразок української національної збірної з фут- 
болу але й невиразна гра київського «Динамо» 
у кваліфікаційних раундах нинішньої Ліги чемпі- 
онів показує, що криза українського футболу 
стає все глибшою й глибшою. Останній матч 
українців з Іраном показав, що українська збірна 
не має не лише тактики але й футбольних 
виконавців відповідного рівня та психології. Ї 
тут справа не лише у Леонідові Бурякові... 
Візьміть матч «Динамо» із «Лєвскі» минулої 
середи.. На полі у лавах українського елітного 
клубу було сім чужинців. Всього ж на ключових 
ролях у «Динамо» іноземних легіонерів 13, і на 
це витрачаються серйозні кошти, можливо, не 
лише з чисто клубного бюджету.. У другому 
елітному футбольному клубові України - «Шах- 
тареві», ситуація з національними кадрами не 
краща та й його керівництво не приховує своєї 


‘| зневаги до рівня гри української збірної... Тому 


й перший відбірковий матч українських фут- 
болістів на європейській першості 7 вересня у 
Єревані якогось ентузіазму у вболівальників не 
викликає... Не викликає перспектива збірної 
особливої ейфорії i у керівництва футбольним 
господарством цієї держави та й особливого 
занепокоєння, також... 


А сама гра київського «Динамо» в останніх 
кваліфікаційних матчах Ліги чемпіонів змушує 
стверджувати, що футбольні заповіти Валерія 
Лобановського поволі здаються в архів, тоді, як 
у Європі, і у світі футбол розвивається саме 
так, як передбачав «київський метр». Остання 
гра «Динамо» з болгарським «Лєвскі» показала 
всю невідповідність заяв нового тренера дина- 
мівців із приводу тактики і реальної гри його 
підопічних. Пам'ятаємо, що перед матчем із 
болгарами на стадіоні імені Валерія Лобанов- 
ського Олексій Михайличенко обіцяв тотальний 
футбол, фізичні кондиції, швидкість... A що ми 
побачили у грі - хаотичність, тактику типу - 
«бий - біжи», якісь не характерні для «Динамо» 
Валерія Лобановського, короткі перепасовки, 
постійні втрати м'яча і повна віддача ініціативи 
суперникові із Софії, особливо - у другому таймі... 
Якби не везучість Реви, то все б закінчилося 
трагічно для «Динамо»... Ї тоді б Ігореві Суркісові 
не було б чим вітати українську незалежність, 
та й президент Леонід Кучма покинув би стадіон 
не під крики «ура!» та дощ феєрверків... 

Але вже жеребкування основного турніру Ліги 
чемпіонів у Монако показало, що «Динамо» має 
серйозних суперників. У останніх зустрічах із 
«Ювентусом» і «Ньюкаслом» команда Валерія 
Лобановського була набагато сильніша від ниніш- 
ньої, про це, до речі, сказав і тренер «Лєвскі» 
Славолюб Муслін...Виросла й міць голандського 
«Феєнорда». Уже у середині вересня ми зможемо 
переконатися у справжній силі не лише україн- 
ського футболу, а й у тому, що тренер «Динамо» 
Валерій Лобановський дійсно був талановитим і 
передбачливим футбольним фахівцем, яких у світі 
не так-то й багато. 
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Kyiv may gain from 


Russia’s row 


By Michael Lelyveld 

(RFE/RL)—A spat between Russia and Belarus may 
be good news for Ukraine as it bargains with Moscow 
for Europe’s most important gas deal. 

Recently, Russia has tried to settle two pieces of un- 
finished business with its nearest neighbors to the west. 

In the case of Belarus, President Vladimir Putin’s plan 
to introduce the ruble as a single currency has sparked 
anger in Minsk and set back progress on a long-prom- 
ised union with Russia. In Ukraine, talks on organizing 
an international consortium to guarantee Russia’s gas 
exports to Europe have produced promises but no 
progress on a pipeline management deal. 

The two efforts may be linked because Russia needs 
one country or the other to boost its gas exports to Eu- 
rope. The European Union, which already gets one- 
fourth of its gas from monopoly Gazprom, plans to 
double energy imports from Russia by 2020. But prob- 
lems may now be blocking both of Russia’s diplomatic 
tracks. 

Although Ukraine carries about 90 percent of Russia’s 
gas exports through its former Soviet trunk lines, Mos- 
cow has considered Belarus as an alternate route for 
the past two years. Gazprom started pushing the option 
in 2000 after complaining about Ukrainian diversions 
from transit pipelines and a US$1.4-billion debt for past 
gas supplies. 

In recent months, Gazprom has put off building a 
second branch of its Yamal Peninsula pipeline and a 
Ukrainian bypass through Belarus because of cost. But 
officials have denied dropping the plans, while nego- 
tiations continue on giving Russia a role in managing 
Ukraine’s lines instead. 

An international consortium including Germany was 
seen as a solution for the pipeline problem when it was 
announced last June, but Ukraine has resisted terms that 
could give Russia control. 

On Aug. 16, Russian Prime Minister Mikhail 
Kasyanov held out hope for a pact between Presidents 
Putin and Leonid Kuchma in time for Oct. 7 summit in 
Moldova, Interfax reported. But Kasyanoy said: “To 
begin with, Russia and Ukraine must reach specific 
agreements On Selling it up step by step. At present, we 
cannot say we have reached any solid agreements.” 

The daily “Kommersant” reported that Russia wants 
a 50-SO split in the consortium, while Ukraine insists 
on retaining the majority share. Ukrainian Prime Min- 
ister Anatoliy Kinakh has also vowed that privatization 
of the pipelines is out of the question and that the form 
of ownership will not change. “Kommersant” said that 
“the Ukrainian leadership is intent on simply emascu- 
lating the essence of the political agreement on the in- 
ternational gas consortium.” 

The sudden worsening of Russian relations with 
neighboring Belarus now seems likely to give Kuchma 
an even stronger hand in either stalling or seeking a 
better pipeline deal. 


with Belarus 


On Aug. 21, Belarusian President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka called Putin’s proposal for adopting the 
Russian ruble by 2004 “absolutely unacceptable” and 
“even insulting,” the RIA Novosti news agency said. 
Both Lukashenka and opposition forces see Putin’s 
ideas for the merger as a breach of sovereignty aimed 
at frustrating a union agreement. 

Whatever Putin’s motives may have been, the heated 
responses in Belarus suggest that the option of shifting 
Russia’s export route north from Ukraine could be even 
riskier than previously thought. 

Putin may have acted to ease pressure for a costly 
union with Belarus, but in the process, he may have 
found that Minsk is no more compliant than Kyiv with 
Moscow’s plans. Ironically, the trouble in both Belarus 
and Ukraine has been stirred by simultaneous fears that 
Russia will infringe on their sovereignty. 

Russia already seems to be paying a high price to 
keep its pipeline options open with Belarus. In Janu- 
ary, Kasyanov agreed to lower gas export tariffs for 
Belarus from $30 to $19.60 per thousand cubic meters, 
putting them on a par with the cheapest domestic rates 
and a fraction of the prices for either Ukraine or the 
EU. 

In June, German news agency dpa reported that Putin 
agreed to accept Belarusian automotive machinery and 
sugar in payment, granting even cheaper barter terms, 
even though Russian consumers pay cash. 

In the meantime, another key agreement in Russia’s 
settlement with Ukraine also appears at a standstill, as 
officials acknowledged that bonds to cover the $1.4- 
billion gas debt still have not been transferred to 
Gazprom. After months of silence, Ukrainian officials 
disclosed in June that Gazprom had simply overlooked 
the fact that the transaction would leave it with a $700- 
million tax bill to the Russian government. 

Also on Aug. 16, Kasyanov promised that the matter 
would be cleared up somehow by the end of Septem- 
ber, saying, “We have scolded the experts once again 
because the problem has still not been solved.” The 
delay may mean that Gazprom has already lost nearly 
a year of interest income. 

But the wrangling over the consortium could carry 
an even higher cost. Officials have indicated that the 
Participation of Germany and France will now take 
place only in later stages if a deal is reached between 
Russia and Ukraine. The delay means that moderniza- 
tion of Ukraine’s decaying pipelines may be deprived 
of funds, which would hardly be good news for Kyiv. 

In June, Putin said the consortium deal would bring 
$2.5 billion in investment to the network in the next 
few years and another $15 billion the following de- 
cade. All of that funding could now be at risk. 


Azeris concede some oil may be 


Briefly 


Market economy status sought 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Kuchma requested on Sept. 3 that the 
European Union grant his country market-economy status as it did for 
Russia earlier this year, AP reported. Kuchma made the request at a meet- 
ing with European Commission President Romano Prodi at the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa. Prodi 
reportedly responded that the European Commission will issue its opin- 
ion in six months. 


NBU reserves top US$4B 


(Базіего Economist)—NBU gold and currency reserves totaled US$4.018 bil- 
lion as of Aug. 23, exceeding NBU forecasts of reserve growth for the whole 
of 2002. Since the beginning of the year, the reserves have increased by $923 
million or 29.8%. The NBU managed to increase reserves without IMF credit, 
since the IMF has refused to provide financing to Ukraine in 2002. 


2003 privatization should bring HR 1.9B 


(Eastern Economist)—The Finance Ministry expects budget 2003 will 
receive Hr 1.9 billion from privatization, said Finance Minister ог 
Yushko, Aug. 27. Yushko said the figure was based on real revenues from 
privatization over the last year. He added 2002 expectations from 
privatization that totaled Hr 5.8 billion were absolutely impossible. 


Lviv to get World Bank loan 


(RFE/RL)—The World Bank announced on Aug. 28 that it will provide а 
loan of US$24 million to refurbish the water-supply system in Lviv, AP 
reported. The loan will help pay for a $40 million project to repair the 
city’s decrepit water pipes, secure a stable water supply, and purify the 
water for some 800,000 residents. A grant from the Swedish International 
Development Agency will provide $6 million, while the city will pay the 
remaining $10 million. 


Ukraine insists on ownership 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine will insist on owning the stake in the in- 
ternational gas consortium managing Ukraine’s gas transport system, said 
Fuel and Energy Complex Minister Vitaliy Haiduk, Aug. 28. He said it 
was too early to state the volume of the package, since it was not clear 
how many countries would participate. 


Wage arrears shrink 

(Eastern Economist)—As of Aug. 1, the level of wages arrears dropped 
by 2.9% compared to July 1, to Hr 2,472.12 million, reported the State 
Statistics Committee, Aug. 29. Debts on wages for 2001 and previous 
years make up Hr 1,441.217 million or 58.2% of the total debt. Since the 
beginning of the year, wages arrears have fallen by 8%. 


Poltava Oil starts program 

(Eastern Economist)—The Ukrainian-British Poltava Oil and Gas JV 
Company has begun to implement its working program for 2002. It aims 
to raise the level of carbohydrates extraction and production quality and 
improve ecological safety. Experts say that the successful implementa- 
tion of the program will help increase oil production by 15% and gas 
extraction by 10%. The program consists of two major sections — up- 
grading technical equipment and the drilling program. 


Tomych calls cabinet on grain numbers 

(Eastern Economist)—The Cabinet’s representatives exaggerate grain 
production profitability in Ukraine, said Agricultural Policy Committee 
Chair Ivan Tomych, Aug. 22. He said the cost of grain from 2002 yield 
was Hr 280-300 in unfavorable regions and Hr 220-250 in areas with 
favorable weather conditions. He added that in light of the price of mill- 
ing grain being Hr 350-370 grain profitability should be stated as 62%. 


Obolon won’t lower production 

(Eastern Economist)—Obolon Brewery will not decrease its production 
volumes before the end of 2002, said the company’s press-service, Aug. 
29. Obolon is not increasing production volumes in proportion to the growth 


shipped through Odesa-Brody | 


(Eastern Economist)—At the fifth meeting of the Azeri-Ukrainian in- 
tergovernmental commission on economic cooperation in Baku, Sept. 1, 
Deputy Premier Oleh Dubyna said the Ukrainian delegation was hopeful 
Azeri oil would be transported through the Odesa-Brody pipeline. 

Earlier Azeri state oil company Chair Natik Aliyev said Baku had no 
excess oil. However, Dubyna was able to show Azerbaijan in fact did 
have an oil surplus and offered to transport the oil to Odesa. Aliyev said 
Azerbaijan did not have enough oil to fill the Odesa-Brody pipeline, but 
said Ukraine could buy oil for the route. He said the transportation prob- 
lem was a commercial and not a political issue. Ukraine assured the Azeri 
side the Odesa-Brody pipeline was not being used as an alternative to the 
Baku-Supsa-Ceyhan pipeline. 

Azerbaijan produces 15 million tons of oil a year, with 9 million tons 
being transported through Baku-Novorossiysk and Baku-Supsa pipelines. 
The commission was part of a Ukrainian-Azeri seven-year program of 
cooperation which was approved last February in Kyiv. 

Meanwhile in neighboring Georgia, Georgian International Oil Corpo- 
Tation President Heorhiy Chanturia said a joint statement by the presi- 
a of Georgia, Ukraine and Azerbaijan on integrating into the new East- |? = о : 

est energy corridor might be made by late November or early Decem- : з СО 
ber. = NEBR 2 2 » US/Canada - only 5249.00" 


He said Ше exact statement would be developed soon for Ukraine’s 3 жо ме з 
¢ Worldwide - пом 5295.007 


of domestic beer and soft beverages market. 
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involvement in the corridor. He added Ukrainian projects could not be 
viewed as alternatives to the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan routes. 

He said the countries were trying to involve Ukraine in transporting 
Caspian energy supplies through the Baku-Supsa-Odesa-Brody line. 
Chanturia added soon there would be a real opportunity to fill the Ukrai- 
nian part of the Pivdenniy oil terminal. He mentioned it was important to 
Georgia to bring Ukraine into the energy corridor system. 
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Independent Station fights to stay on the air 


By Marta Dyczok 

(RFE.RL)—Ukraine’s most popular independent TV sta- 
tion is fighting to stay on the air. 1+1 Television features a 
mix of entertainment and serious public affairs programming. 
It is also the country’s only private national Ukrainian-lan- 
guage TV station. On Sept. 4, 1+1 TV went to the Supreme 
Economic Court to attempt to reverse a lower court ruling. 
Kyiv’s Economic Appeals Court ruled on July 16 that an- 
other TV company, AITI, is legally entitled to Studio 1+1’s 
broadcast license, even though AIT1 lost its license а few years 
ago because it could not produce enough programming to fill 
its airtime. 

This promises to be a lengthy legal battle with important 
implications for licensing procedures and foreign media own- 
ership in Ukraine. Unlike similar struggles four years ago 
which took place behind closed doors, at least the Studio 1+1 
battle is taking place before the courts and is being discussed 
in the media. 

The current fight for 1+1 TV’s license is part of a contro- 
versial relicensing of Ukraine’s broadcast sector. The gov- 
emment regulatory agency, the National Council on Televi- 
sion and Radio Broadcasting, has been accused of numerous 
irregularities. Parliament passed a no-confidence vote on the 
outgoing council’s activities on July 4, reported the daily 
“Ukrayinska Pravda” on July 19. Many TV and radio sta- 
tions’ licenses expired as of 2000, and the council has re- 
voked a number of licenses under dubious circumstances. One 
such still-contested case is Radio Kontinent, which lost its 
license in 2001. The station aired some foreign broadcasts, 
including BBC and Deutsche Welle. More recently, on June 
20, the National Council ordered Kyiv’s transmitting center 
to cut off the broadcast signal of Kyiv’s oldest independent- 
minded local TV station, UTAR, which had just won a court 
case to keep its license, according to the European Media 
Institute. 

The court ruling against 1+1 TV is particularly puzzling 
since it is a very successful private TV company. Since 1997, 
it has been broadcasting on Ukraine’s Channel 2 (one of only 
four national TV channels). 1+1’s popularity has grown 
steadily, because it provides Hollywood films, soap operas, 
sporting events as well as objective and interesting news pro- 
grams, commentary, and information-talk shows. Up until the 
March 2002 parliamentary election campaign, 1+1 news and 
information programs were rated first or second in terms of 


quality and scope. 

1+1 is опе ТУ station that has major foreign non-Russian 
capital. Although media ownership is difficult to document, 
it is well-known that Russian companies now have effective 
control of most private TV stations in Ukraine, including, 
Мем Channel, Inter, and STB. Since Central European Me- 
dia Enterprises Ltd (CME) owns a significant portion of 1+1, 
it is an exception to this trend. This parent company, set up 
by American businessman Ronald Lauder, has shares in TV 
and radio stations throughout Eastern Europe. 

Foreign ownership of media is controversial in Ukraine, 
since legislation limits foreign capital in any media outlet to 
30 percent. This law was passed in the early 1990s when 
Ukraine was disengaging from the centralized Soviet infor- 
mation infrastructure, and struggling to gain control of the 
airwaves on its territory. Russia inherited the USSR-wide TV 
Channel 1 and continued to broadcast throughout the former 
Soviet Union until the new countries established ownership 
and control of that channel on their territories. However, by 
the late 1990s most major new TV companies in Ukraine had 
managed to circumvent the legislation by registering shares 
to local partners. For example, STB was privatized in 1996, 
and soon afterwards 70 percent of the station’s investment 
reportedly came from Russian sources. The highly respected 
New Channel is reported to be owned by Russian banks. Some 
reports claim that CME owns over 30 percent of 1+1, while 
on Aug. 26, ukraine.ru reported that CME controls 30 per- 
cent of the shares with the remaining 70 percent owned by 
1+1 General Director Oleksandr Rodniansky. In a surprising 
move in April 2002, Rodniansky assumed the position of gen- 
eral producer with the Russian television station STS, although 
he claims this new responsibility will not effect his commit- 
ment to 1+1. 

How television stations obtain broadcast licenses is another 
controversial issue in Ukraine. From the outset, 1+1 TV has 
faced allegations of bribery and unethical political maneu- 
vers. The controversy dates back to 1997 when Perekhid 
Media, a Ukrainian-American joint-venture TV company — 
which was a competitor for the Channel 2 license — accused 
1+1 and CME of using illegal methods to obtain the broad- 
cast license. After failing to achieve recourse in Ukrainian 
courts, in April 1997 Perekhid Media filed a complaint with 
the Supreme Court of New York County citing tortuous in- 
terference by Lauder and CME, according to the CME 1997 


Quarterly Report. On June 13, 2001, “The New York Times” 
reported that Lauder and CME were under investigation in 
the U.S. for alleged violation of the Foreign Cormpt Prac- 
tices Act for allegedly paying at least US$1 million in bribes 
to Ukrainian officials to obtain the Channel 2 license. - 

Vadym Rabinovych is a mysterious figure in the 1+1 ver- 
sus AITI saga. He was one of the first partners of 1+1 and is 
widely believed to have eased the way to obtain its license in 
1996. After being declared persona non grata in Ukraine, 
Rabinovych emigrated to Israel. He returned to Ukraine — 
as owner of 1+1’s rival, the AITI TV company. In fact, the 
two television stations have been clashing in the courts for 
several years over whether 1+1 obtained its license to broad- 
cast on Channel 2 іп a legal fashion. АТТІ first filed suit against 
1+1 in 2000, but in April 2001 Ukraine’s Supreme Arbitra- 
tion Court dismissed the case. AITI then took the case to a 
lower court, the Arbitration Court of Kyiv which ruled against 
1+] in February 2002, during the parliamentary election cam- 
paign. 

Respected Ukrainian journalist Yuliya Mostova outlined a 
number of possible behind-the-scenes scenarios for the 1+1 
versus AITI drama. Perhaps the battle between two TV com- 
panies is being manipulated by a third party who may want to 
buy 1+1 after its purchase price falls due to the scandal. (1+1 
documents show that although the company is still profit- 
able, its overall revenues decreased by 10 percent last year). 
Perhaps the struggle for control of the popular 1+1 is part of 
the pre-presidential election jockeying among Ukraine’s 
power brokers. (Ukraine’s presidential elections are sched- 
uled for 2004). 

Should 1+1 go off the air, Ukrainians will look elsewhere 

for TV programs. In many parts of the country, 1+1 was the 
only source of high-quality Ukrainian-language programs, so 
viewers will have to switch to Russian or Russian-language 
stations. This would lead to a decline in advertising revenue 
for Ukrainian TV stations, further reduction of quality, and 
greater dependence on Russian television, reported “Dzerkalo 
Tyzhnia.” on July 26. Finally, this would contribute to fur- 
ther ownership concentration of Ukraine’s television sector 
in Russian hands. 
Dr. Marta Dyczok is associate professor of political science 
and history, University of Western Ontario, and a fellow at 
the Centre for Russian and East European Studies, Univer- 
sity of Toronto. 
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